
20/20 VISION 

Senior Pastor - Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 
I don’t know if even hindsight is 20/20, but seeing 
the future clearly is a much greater challenge.  
There are so many things that will happen in the 
future that none of us can foresee, and yet the 
duty to look forward and make plans is clearly a duty of the 
present, not the future.  The real question is: how do we handle 
things when they don’t go ‘according to our plans’?   
Continued on page 1 

WINDWOOD CHURCH  

THE TIMES ARE A-CHANGING’ 
Senior Pastor - Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 
In 1964, Bob Dylan wrote a hit song,  

“The Times Are A-Changin’” that gave voice to a 

generation’s idea of what was happening.  Read more on page 4 

A120 FELLOWSHIP 
Prayer Group Contributor– Carol Woods 
If October ushers in the holiday season, what 
should we be doing to prepare ourselves, our 
hearts, our lives for this special time? I am reading 
a somewhat difficult book by Henri J. M. Nouwen called Reaching 
Out.  It’s about the three movements of the Spiritual Life. The 
three movements of the spiritual life are:  Reaching out to our 
innermost self, reaching out to our fellow human beings, and 
reaching out to our God.  Continue the story on page 5 

A FUTURE & A HOPE 
A Future & A Hope - Rev. Dr. Patricia Ryan 
Have you ever stopped to consider the absolute 
blessing we have been given in the gift of family? – 
Now, I know that there are families of many 
variations. There are traditional families, 
nuclear families, extended families, single-

parent families, reconstituted families, step families, grandparent 
families and childless families, and that doesn’t even include the 
‘family of believers!’ Read more on page 3 

MISSION SPOTLIGHT  
For the month of October, Community Outreach 
would like to highlight TOMAGWA. Learn more 
about the work they do on pages 6 

CHILI COOK OFF - 
MAKE CHILI THAT SINGS 
Get all the details you need to know for this 
year’s chili cook off! See page 7 

EL SALVADOR PUMP COMPLETION 
Read how the students of Windwood & 
Faithbridge came together and provided a new 
pump for the newly dug well in El Salvador.  
See page 8 

Full Event Details On Page 2 

WINDWOOD’S ANNUAL 
COMMUNITY WIDE FALL FEST 
This year’s fall fest is more than just trunk or 
treat so be sure to invite your friends and 
neighbors. See all the fun on page  9 

FALL & CHRISTMAS  
EVENTS & SERVICES 
Be sure to mark you calendars and join us this 
Fall & Christmas season!  Check out  page 10 



20/20 VISION  

2 0/20 vision is a term that originated in ophthalmology.  On the ‘eye chart’ normal vision is 
described as being able to see clearly at 20 feet what most people can see clearly at 20 feet.  
However, if you can only see clearly at 20 feet, what others can see clearly at 40 feet, you 
have 20/40 vision.  This fraction was developed by Herman Snellen, the Dutch 

ophthalmologist in 1862 to measure visual acuity, or clarity of vision.  It got picked up in language as a 
way describing ‘seeing something clearly’ and later, to mean ‘perfect sight’, and still later Billy Wilder 
(the movie producer) coined the phrase, “hindsight is 20/20”.  It is certainly easier to predict the 
future once it has become the past! 
 

I don’t know if even hindsight is 20/20, but seeing the future clearly is a much greater challenge.  There 
are so many things that will happen in the future that none of us can foresee, and yet the duty to look 
forward and make plans is clearly a duty of the present, not the future.  The real question is: how do we handle things when 
they don’t go ‘according to our plans’?  Do we get angry or discouraged, or do we trust in the One who holds the future in His 
hands?  When we put it like that, the choice is clear! 
 

So, what is our vision for the future at Windwood?  That is not a new question.  In 
fact, back in 1999 the Session and congregation answered that when the decision 
was made to move from our old location on 8 acres at 11735 Grant Road, to our 
new location on 57 acres at 10555 Spring Cypress Road.  We believed that in our 
growing area, we would need the room to grow, and so we ‘master planned’ the 
entire 57 acres to include (in phase 3) a 3,000 seat sanctuary with enough room 
for our school to go through high school.  And things did not go according to our 
plan.  Someone once said, if you want to hear  God laugh, tell him your plans! 
 

What happened?  There are definitely different opinions about that, but there were unquestionably some things we did not 
foresee.  We did not foresee it taking 7 plus years to get control of our property and to move into a denomination that 
matched our commitments to the authority of Scripture and the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  None of us foresaw the 
monumental shift in the politics of human sexuality and gender identity that swept the nation, nor the attacks on religious 
liberty that forced not only prayer from public schools, but any kind of religious symbolism from public buildings, and from 
public discourse.  In short, the idea that America would become ‘proudly’ ‘not a Christian nation’ was not on anyone’s radar, 
and the speed at which it happened astonished even those who were fighting for it. 
 

But what also happened that we did not expect was Windwood growing into a congregation whose impact in the community 
would far outweigh our size.  Church attendance and church budget size (quaintly called counting ‘nickels and noses’) was 
once considered the measurements that mattered in determining church health.  However, over the last 20 years it has been 
recognized that ‘impact’ is the measurement that counts.  The new measurement is described in this way.  “If your church 
closed down tomorrow, would your community notice?”  And for an evangelical church, the question is still, “are you seeing 
people enter into the Kingdom of God?” Those are the questions worth asking, and 20 years after our move, the answer 
would most definitely be yes! 
 

So, what’s next?  Well, it’s time to get Back to the Future!  God has brought us through quite a few things in the past 20 years 
(some we foresaw and some we did not), and as the year 2020 approaches, we need to ask, “Where is God leading us in 2020 
and beyond?”  That is the question we will be asking and answers we will be sharing at this year’s Stewardship Gala!  So, mark 
your calendars for Sunday night, October 27, because the Session has some very important announcements to make about 
the direction God is taking us as we enter into 2020 – the real one, not just the one we envisioned.  And here’s a spoiler alert – 
its going to be exciting news! 
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H 
ave you ever stopped to consider the absolute blessing we have been given in the gift of 
family? – Now, I know that there are families of many variations. There are traditional 
families, nuclear families, extended families, single-parent families, reconstituted families, 
step families, grandparent families and childless families, and that doesn’t even include the 

‘family of believers!’ You may find that somewhat interesting – or you may know some of these family 
types that exist in our 21st century American culture.  
 

According to some of the references I consulted, family structure in the United States has transformed 
significantly in recent years. The traditional family structure in the United States is considered a family 
support system involving two married individuals providing care and stability for their biological 
offspring. However, this two-parent, nuclear family has become less prevalent, and alternative family 

forms have become more common. The family is created at birth and establishes ties across generations. Those generations, 
the extended family of aunts, uncles, grandparents, and cousins, can hold significant emotional and economic roles for the nuclear 
family.  
 

Family is a group of individuals, with similar emotional, moral and spiritual values that are bound 
together by a common love of one another, providing support and nurture to one another. Using 
that definition, families are seen in the many forms mentioned above. In Acts 3:25, we are told, 
“You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to 
Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’” The blessing spoken 
of here is in the very sense of belonging that is part of the essential human needs we all 
experience.  
 

Love and belonging is that sense of peace we have as we feel “gotten” and “accepted” for who 
we are – and that is the way we are connected to our God. Because of His love for us, as His 
children, God has given us the blessing of covenant community known as “family.” It is one of the 
sources of strength that carries us through the challenges of this life, which can serve to rob us of 
the peace and joy that has always been God’s plan for His people.  
 

In her book, Daring Greatly, Brené Brown says,  “Because true belonging only happens when we present our authentic, imperfect 
selves to the world, our sense of belonging can never be greater than our level of self-acceptance.” – But how do we love and 
accept who we are? What we have seen in our work with the people we minister to at A Future and a Hope Counseling, it begins 
with a clear understanding and acceptance of who God says we are. In order to “live the victorious Christian life you must believe 
what is already true about you – what God says about you!” (from Neill Anderson in Victory Over the Darkness). 
 

The problem for many of us is that we tend to listen to what the world says about who we are, which is often fueled by the 
enemy. Anderson goes on to say, “Will you have opposition to believing this truth? Of course! The father of lies (see John 8:44) 
has deceived the whole world (see Rev. 12:9), and he accuses the brethren day and night (see Rev. 12:10). If that isn’t enough, 
others will put you down. We have to keep reminding ourselves of these positional truths.”  
 

. . .So, what is the remedy to overcome the forces all around us that can interfere with what God has planned for us? First, it’s 
knowing God – not just knowing about God, but knowing God on a personal level – and who He says we are. Family, in all its 
forms, is one of means available to keep a clear and honest perspective and being able to see ourselves as God sees us.  
In traveling to Switzerland, we met many people from many cultures and ethnicities, as Switzerland is bordered by France, Italy, 
Germany, Austria and Liechtenstein, not to mention the travelers, like us, from other cultures. The common thread was in the 
areas where we are ‘family’ in our shared common values and beliefs. In attending worship while in Zermatt, Switzerland, there 
were no barriers to the covenant connection we share as children of God.  
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A Future & A Hope  

Rev. Dr. Pat Ryan 
On behalf of the A Future and a Hope Ministries Team 

“Because 
true belonging only 

happens when we 
present our authentic, 

imperfect selves to  
the world, our sense 

of belonging can never 
be greater than our level 

of self-acceptance.”  

We pray you experience the joy of the families God has given to you, 
and receive His blessings.  It is His plan for His family of believers! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_family
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extended_family


of Matrimonial Lawyers, requests 
for prenups by millennials is  
sharply increasing. 
 
What does this mean? 
Of all of these things,  
I am most distressed about the 
decline in the belief that “having kids” is “very important”. 
 
Is it because our schools have been teaching that we are 
overcrowding the world and so we don’t need to have children?  
Is it because our school systems have been teaching that “all 
life is equally valuable” which is why human beings, who have 
the largest “carbon footprint” on the planet need to be less 
selfish so that other “species” could “reclaim” their territory?  
Or is it that millennials had such a bad experience as children 
that they don’t want to “visit” that experience on their 
children?  As one comedian said recently, “You hear kids 
complaining, ‘Hey, I didn’t ask to be born!’ Well, my kids are 
getting their wish!” 
 
Whatever the case may be, it concerns me that so many 
millennials are opting out of having kids.  Having kids is 
certainly one of the greatest responsibilities we can take on as 
human beings, but it is also among the most rewarding.  To 
participate with God in bringing people into existence from 
nothingness, is an act that has everlasting implications!  
Perhaps because more young people are choosing not to 
believe in God, that definition doesn’t mean anything to them, 
but what then is this life about?  Are there really people in this 
generation so magnanimous as to want to care for other 
people’s children but not their own?  If millennials are really 
interested in making a “difference” in this world, I find it hard 
to identify something more significant than passing on the gift 
of life that was given to you.  It worries me that so many seem 
to be making that choice at a time when they lack some 
perspective, and when they finally get the perspective, the 
opportunity for them will be past. 
 
But perhaps, most of all, it concerns me that we seem to be 
ignoring the fact that this is not true for “all young people” but 
for those who have been raised in the “cultural west”.  The 
average birthrate in Europe, amongst Europeans, is now below 
1.3 per family.  For the non-European immigrants, it is over 
6.2.  There are plenty of people having babies in the world.  
And regardless of what we want to think, it will be the people 
who are born who inherit it.  It cannot be the ones that weren’t 
born.  It will be the children who are born who will then 
change the times, but it will be because of the unchanging truth 
that they were given the chance.  Pass the word! 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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THE TIMES ARE  
A-CHANGIN’ 

In 1964, Bob Dylan wrote a hit song that gave voice to a 
generation’s idea of what was happening. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now, in one sense, this is always true.  The times are always 
changing.  However, there are also things that have not (and do 
not) change at all.  The idea that all things are changing, and 
that change is always good or always possible, is itself, not a 
new idea, but still, a bad one!  Even on the physical level, 
while the earth continues to revolve around the sun, and is in a 
new position every day, every year, it is back in the same 
position.  The seasons are always changing, but it’s always the 
same seasons (thanks to the tilt of the earth on its axis).  And 
even if you want to argue that the sun is burning out, and 
eventually the orbit of the earth will be no more (fortunately, 
not in our lifetimes), it will all happen according to the laws of 
momentum and gravity which do not change. 
 
And when I said, ‘even on the physical level’ that is because, if 
you are looking for permanence, the spiritual world is far more 
permanent than the physical. Forever, love will be good and 
selfishness will be bad.  The spiritual world is more permanent 
than anything in the physical universe. 
 
Why do I mention this in a column about church and state?  
Because we need to be aware of some of the things that are a-
changin’ and see them in light of the things that are not.  What 
do I mean specifically? 
 
 There are signs of some pretty radical changes in the 
understanding and expectations of people in America that 
should catch our attention.  According to a recent poll, 
“millennials” (those born between 1980 and 1997) have 
significantly different ideas about God, patriotism, and having 
kids compared to those 55 and older.  While 79% of those 55 
and over said patriotism was “very important” to them, only 
42% of millennials said the same.  While 67% of older 
Americans said that “belief in God” was “very important”, 
only 30% of younger Americans said so.  And while 54% of 
those over 55 said, “having kids” was very important, for 
younger Americans, the figure was only 32%.  That’s quite a 
bit of change. 
 
In addition, it was noted that according to the American 
Academy  

Come gather 'round, people 

Wherever you roam 

And admit that the waters 

Around you have grown 

And accept it that soon 

You'll be drenched to the bone 

If your time to you is worth savin' 

And you better start swimmin' 

Or you'll sink like a stone 

For the times they are a-changin'  
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120 Fellowship  

I 
t’s October.  In our Northern hemisphere it is associated with the season of autumn.    
We also think of October with days that are flush with falling leaves, chilling weather, 
and growing anticipation for the holiday season.  The name comes from the Latin 
word for eight.  It was the eighth month of the year before January and February 

were added to the beginning of the year.  That is just a little trivia that I didn’t know until 
now. 
 

If October ushers in the holiday season, what should we be doing to prepare ourselves, our 
hearts, our lives for this special time? 
 

I am reading a somewhat difficult book by Henri J. M. Nouwen called Reaching Out.  It’s about the three movements 
of the Spiritual Life. 
 

The three movements of the spiritual life are:  Reaching out to our innermost self, reaching out to our fellow human 
beings, and reaching out to our God.  I want to concentrate on reaching out to our fellow human beings since 
October is when we are preparing for the holiday season and hospitality.  Nouwen calls this movement creating space 
for strangers.  It is a sad state of our times that we are often afraid of strangers.  Some of these strangers in this 
world become easily the victim of a fearful hostility.    It is possible for men and women and obligatory for Christians 
to offer an open and hospitable space where strangers can cast off their strangeness and become our fellow human 
beings--I think Windwood does this.    The movement from hostility to hospitality is hard and full of difficulties.  Our 
society seems to be full of fearful, defensive and aggressive people who anxiously cling to their property and are 
always expecting an enemy to suddenly appear.  Of course, some of these reactions are the result of an increasingly 
hostile environment, where we would be foolish to not be aware of our environment and situations. 

 
But this is our vocation: to convert the hostility into hospitality, the enemy into a guest 
and to create the free space where brotherhood and sisterhood can be formed and fully 
experienced.  Hospitality is a concept worth restoring to its depth and potential.  It is one 
of the richest biblical terms that can deepen and broaden our insight to relationships with 
our fellow human beings.   Old Testament as well as New testament stories show how 
serious our obligation is to welcome the stranger into our home but tell us they often are 
bringing precious gifts with them. 
 
 

 

The term hospitality should not be limited to a literal sense of having a stranger in our home but as a fundamental 
attitude toward our fellow humans.   Scripture is full of examples of hospitality.   
We all know the story of Zacchaeus who Jesus summoned to come down from the tree and take him to his home.  
Lydia offered Paul her home after her conversion.  There are many more stories of how hospitality was vital to Jesus’ 
ministry. 
 

Let us all pray our hearts will be filled with the love of Jesus and his wish for us.  John 13:34-35: 
“A new command I give you:  Love one another as I loved you, so you must love one another.  By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 

       In His love, 
         Carol Woods, for the Prayer Group/Chain 
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TOMAGWA HealthCare Ministries is a full-time, 

comprehensive family practice center serving low-

resource, uninsured families, and individuals 

offering access to early intervention for potentially 

fatal conditions and proper care for chronic illness 

and other non-emergency care.  They provide preventive compassionate care in a Christian environment 

regardless of a person’s age, gender, ethnicity, race, religious affiliation, or ability to pay. TOMAGWA’s clinics are 

unique because they treat the whole person - physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually.  Services include 

but are not limited to: acute and chronic illness, children's wellness, women's wellness, men's wellness, breast 

cancer screenings, cardiac evaluations, comprehensive Type II diabetes management, respiratory therapy, vision 

and hearing screenings, lab work and tests, nutrition counseling and specialists referrals .  In 2018, their family 

medicine practitioners met the needs of the community through over 22,500 patient visits. 

WINDWOOD SUPPORTS THROUGH . . .  

• Monthly financial contributions 

• Volunteers and leadership from our 

congregation. 

• Providing the family craft at the annual 

Christmas Party 

Kevin Rudolph, Senior Pastor, is 

the President of TOMAGWA Board 

of Directors.  

DID YOU KNOW…? 

Tami Sabey, an active Windwood 

Member works as the Administrative 

Assistant to the CEO & Governance 

Coordinator at TOMAGWA. This 

November Tami will celebrate 10 years 

with TOMAGWA!  



Page 7 



Page 8 

Pump Completion for the  
People of El Salvador 

As many of you know, a team of Windwood Members recently returned home on  
June 30, 2019 from El Salvador where they installed a new well. Unfortunately the 

 new well  required a new pump.  
  

The youth of Windwood and Faithbridge held a Benefit Concert on July 27, 2019.  
 

They did a fantastic job and raised over $3000, doubling the amount needed and 
we are happy to report the pump is installed & working perfectly! 

 
Thank you for your continued support to help the people of El Salvador!  
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- WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH COUNCILS - 
Larry Zajicek, Clerk of Session   

 

Adult Discipleship - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  / Elder: Dave Smith  
Deacons: Rhonda Douglas & Lee Ann Ridgley 

  

Common Calling Groups - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour / Elder: Dave Waskowiak  
Deacons: Harold Merkel & Stella King 

  

Community Outreach - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  Elder: Jim McDill / Deacon: Daren Toland 
  

Congregational Care - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: Sandra Samoska  
Deacons: Nita Hale, Marian Darnell,  Tamara Willer & Inna Pratt 

  

Finance - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph & Mickey Martin / Elder: Bobby Hale 
  

Higher Courts - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: David Bell 
  

Kids’ Ministry - Staff Liaison: Katie Miler / Elder: Bitsa Romer  
Deacon: Ricky Pagnozzi & Karen Samoska 

 

Men’s Ministry - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: Brent Blake / Deacons: Brock Linares 
  

Global Missions - Staff Liaison: Katie Miler / Elder: Kim Ballew 
Deacon:  Ray Ramer, John Sabey & Victor Schmidt  

  

Personnel - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: Charlie Cox  / Deacon: Melissa Blessinger 
  

Property - Staff Liaison: Phil Robertson / Elder: Randall Etnyre / Deacon: Mark Hamilton & Jim Stimson 
  

Renewal Ministries - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Pat Ryan  Elder: Mike Wells / Deacon: Nonnie Smith 
  

Women’s Ministry - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour Elder: Shala Sommers  
 

Worship & Arts - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: Jeanan Jackson / Deacon:  Ray Moore 
  

Youth Ministry - Staff Liaison: Ryan Reitzammer / Elder: Brandi Emerson  
Deacons: Emmy Bates, Ryan Emerson & Michele Peterson 

   

-TRUSTEES- 
John Rudinger, Bobby Hale & Scott Johnson 

-  WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF - 
Rev. Kevin Rudolph, Senior Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Patricia Ryan, Assistant Pastor 
 

Rachel Bragg, Office Manager & Publications 
 

Dan Rudolph,  Ministry Assistant to Rev. Rudolph 
 

Meredith Ridenour, Director of Community Development  
 

Ryan Reitzammer, Youth Ministry Director  
 

Katie Miler, Kid’s Ministry Director 
 

Cindy King, Ministry Assistant 
 

Phil Robertson, Property Manager 
 

Kerbi Blake, Receptionist 
 

Mickey Martin, Finance 
 

Joseph Akers, Music & Worship Director 
 

Bonnie Hernandez, Handbell Choir Director  
 

John Hemmenway, Organist 
 

Alison Schmidt, Pianist 
 

Michelle Asous, Adventure Preschool Director 
 

Janice Melcher, Adventure Preschool Assoc. Director 
 

Kim Watson, Provost of Kardia Christian Academy 
 

JoEllis McCall, Principal of  Kardia Christian Academy 

WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
10555 Spring Cypress Rd. 

Houston, TX 77070 
281-378-4040 / windwoodpc.org 


