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Last month I wrote about some 
of my musings as I rejoiced in 
welcoming our new 
granddaughter, Lucy, into the 
world.  I wanted to finish 
sharing some of those thoughts. 
 

Just what kind of world will 
Lucy be growing up in?  In one 
sense, the same old world as 
always.  It will be a creation that 
was wonderfully conceived and 

expertly crafted by the Creator of the Universe.  It still 
has wonders yet undiscovered and it will still have 
spectacular beauty and exhilarating challenges for her to 
explore and appreciate. 
 

And it will also be a world marred by sin.  Since the fall 
of Adam and Eve, the evil that has entered through the 
hearts of men and women has been at work to make what 
was supposed to be a paradise into far less than what 
God intended.  That has not, and will not, change 
substantially.  Until Jesus comes again, as he warned, the 
poor will always be with us.  That was not a singularly 
economic prediction (although it includes economics) 
but a way of saying that the results of sin and death will 
haunt our world until God Himself puts an end to 
Salvation History and opens up the Kingdom that is to 
Come.  All this will stay the same. 
 

And it will be equally true (and part of my job to make 
sure Lucy learns this) that it will be a world to which 
God has called Lucy – not one He expects her to conquer 
for Him, but one in which He has called her to live with 
and even in Him!  With Him, she will be able to be 
sufficient to whatever tasks are hers.  He has created her, 
not for a purpose, but with a purpose.  This is not unique 
to her, but it is nonetheless special for her as it is for us 
all.  That’s the truth I want her to learn – the love of God 
through Jesus Christ! 
 

That being said, I still have hopes and dreams for Lucy 
and her generation.  The interesting question is: what is 
the difference between hopes and dreams and vision?  
That is open to a lot of interpretation, but they all share 
in common an impact on our expectations, and those 
expectations have a nasty way of affecting our attitudes 
and shaping our choices.  Those expectations become 
self-fulfilling prophecies.  We fail at 100% of things we 
don’t try. 

Walter Brueggemann, an Old Testament scholar noted 
that prophets engage in vision, and that is more than just 
hopes and dreams, it is seeing “God’s preferred future” – 
not just what will be, but what could be.  Much of their 
prophecies were warnings about what would be if the 
people did not turn back.  But they also engaged in the 
kind of vision showing what could be if God’s people 
would choose obedience.  “If my people who are called 
by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their 
land.” (II Chronicles 7:14)  This is the classic “prophetic” 
passage that springs from a vision of hope – God’s 
preferred future for us, and it comes with a promise.  
Why don’t we pursue it? 
 

Brueggemann noted that often we do not try to pursue a 
vision because we fail to believe it can happen or be 
implemented.  “The prophet does not ask if the vision can 
be implemented, for questions of implementation are of 
no consequence until the vision can be imagined. The 
imagination must come before the implementation. Our 
culture is competent to implement almost anything and to 
imagine almost nothing.” 
 

Have we lost our imaginations?  Has “adulthood” beaten 
it out of us?  Have we lost some of the wonder of 
childhood that was open to possibilities?  If so, we have 
grown too old!  Our Heavenly Father is not on a limited 
budget, and His vision for us is as big as His promises to 
us! 
 

So, Lucy, forgive your grandfather for getting a little too 
old, and I promise to seek God’s vision again for us all, 
and dare to imagine an America that once again would 
seek to be one nation under God.  We can’t do it for Him, 
but we can do it with Him!  It’s time to start believing 
again, and dreaming again, and catching the vision of a 
society turned back to God and seeking His love and 
grace and power!  Let’s at least not be guilty of failing to 
imagine what God can accomplish.  We have been 
guaranteed a future and a hope – imagine what we can do 
with that! 
 

Have a great August! 

On Dreams, Vision, and 
Hope for the Future Part 2 
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Last week, my wife Linette and I 
joined six other adult leaders on a 
journey with Windwood’s Senior 
High students to South Padre island 
for Fun in the Son 2018.  Friday 
night, upon our return, I slept for 
ten hours. It’s been a long time since 
I did such a thing. 
 
It was great to see students cement 

friendships already in place, venture out into new ones and 
develop their relationship with The One who loves them most.  
There were seven students who made either a first time or 
deeper commitment to Christ Jesus—and that’s just those we 
know about.  I suspect there were more. 

In Luke 15, Jesus shares three parables, all of which paint a vivid 
picture of an all-out celestial celebration when anyone chooses 
Christ. The first is about the shepherd who leaves his ninety-
nine sheep to pursue the one who has wandered away from 
him.  The second is about the woman who loses one of her ten 
valuable coins and conducts an all-out search for the lost one.  
The third depicts the loving father who, upon his son’s return 
from living life the way he wanted, runs to embrace him.   
 
A quick review of the response of heaven to each of these 
scenarios 
 

For the sheep that had strayed:  7 In the same way, I tell 
you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents." 
 
For the precious coin that was lost: 10 Just so, I tell you, 
there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.” 
 
For the son who had run off:  20 But while he was still a 
long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, 
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 
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A very personal pursuit of God for those who are far from Him. A 
no-holds-barred party where God’s angels let loose and celebrate 
the fact that by a simple act of faith, one chooses Christ Jesus 
over anything and anyone else.  A loving embrace shows the 
father-heart of God when anyone comes to Him.   
 
Can you imagine what went on in heaven last week when seven 
(or more) came to the throne of grace?  Amazing! Simply 
amazing! 

On behalf of our youth director, Ryan, the other six adult leaders 
and the entire Windwood Youth that attended, thank you 
Windwood faith community for making this trip possible.  And 
thanks be to God who grants His grace to all who would believe. 
 

God’s very best to you, 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Hawkins, Executive Pastor 

Fun in the Son, 
2018 



1st Peter Principle led by Jeff Cregg 
  

Are science & Christianity compatible? Can Christianity be defended scientifically? 
Is there scientific evidence that God exists? Did life evolve? Where did reason & 

consciousness come from? Does morality change over time? What about other religions? The I Peter (3:15) 
Principle is a 7 session course (with 3 optional sessions) that focuses on the scientific aspect of Christian 
apologetics.  Join us as we examine evidence of design in cosmology, physics, chemistry, biology, and reason 
itself.  We’ll also explore how the development of science originally influenced Western thinking that was based on 
a Christian perspective and how that has changed over the past century and a half. 

A Leisurely Stroll through the Old Testament On the Stepping Stones of 
History led by David Waskowiak 
This class will focus on archeological and documentary evidence outside the bible that 
support some major portions of the Old Testament accounts. The journey will start with 
the sojourn in Egypt, then to slavery in Egypt, Exodus, the conquests of Canaan, the 
united monarchy, divided monarchy, exile in Babylon, and then the return to Jerusalem 
after the exile.  The class materials will be PowerPoint slides, photos and videos. 
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Godly Citizenship led by Harold Merkel 
 

This class will consist of two parts.  Part 1 will explore biblical teaching regarding the 
church's relationship to the state:  What does the Bible say about the purpose and 
authority of governments? How are we as citizens to relate to the government?  Part 2 
will survey the history of Christianity in the United States from before the arrival of the 
Pilgrims to the present day.  How did the United States become the first nation to be 
founded on the ideal of religious liberty?  What events and people have shaped our 
culture and our understanding of religious liberty for the past two centuries, and what 
lies ahead for us? 

A Look in the Life of C.S. Lewis and the Screwtape Letters  
Led by Pastor Kevin Rudolph 
We think long and hard about how to be faithful and obedient disciples of Christ.  But what 
would that attempt look like from the perspective of a being who was trying, not to help us be 
good, but to help us to be bad - not to overcome temptation, but to give into it?  That is the 
unique perspective C. S. Lewis took in his famous book, The Screwtape Letters.  Lewis 
imagines what kind of advice a higher-up (lower-down?) Undersecretary of a department in Hell 
(Screwtape) might give to his nephew (Wormwood) a junior tempter assigned to the demise of a 
particular human being on earth (it is, after all fiction - Lewis was never suggesting this is really 
true).  Join us as we read this fascinating study in human nature and discuss the insights into the human heart from a 
Biblical perspective. 

Kick-off  

August 29, 2018 



Classes begin  

September 5, 2018 

LIVE Junior High and High School by Group led by Ryan Reitzammer 
LIVE Junior High and High School will equip you to speak into students’ lives amid 
all the other voices and help them discover the value of placing Jesus at the center of 
everything.  

All Things New by Kelly Minter and led by Meredith Ridenour 
Kelly Minter will lead you through the Letter of 2 Corinthians, exploring the 
anchoring truths of bearing treasures in jars of clay, meeting Christ through a pressing 
thorn, opening wide your heart in the midst of hurtful relationships, and what it means 
to embrace the lost and lonely as ministers of the new covenant. Each of us has a 
message to proclaim and live by: Because of Jesus the old has gone, the new has 
come.  (A Study Guide is recommended for this class.  Books available for $15.) 

Boundaries by Dr. Cloud and Dr. Townsend and led by the Martens and Etnyres  
Can you set limits and still be a loving person? Are you in control of your life? What are 
legitimate boundaries?  Drs. Henry Cloud and John Townsend offer biblically based answers 
to these tough questions as they show you how to set healthy boundaries with your parents, 
spouses, children, friends, coworkers, and even yourself.  (Study Guide recommended for the 
class. Books are available for $8.) 

Page 5 

TruthLab Investigations led by the KidMin Team 
TruthLab Investigations is a Bible Adventure that takes kids ages 3-12 on an adventure of 
discovery in the lab of Doctor Luke, our Chief Researcher! Kids will make Big Discoveries 
of what God says about each of them as they investigate accounts of Jesus and His followers 
from Luke and Acts! They’ll revel in the fun science-themed snacks, art and games—and be 
wowed by a few experiments that will engage them in a life-changing understanding of who 
Jesus is and the awesome things God says about them!  



 

A Counseling Ministry of Hope 
And Healing at Windwood Church 

August  2018 

News  

& 

Reviews 

 Have you noticed that the world seems to not have 
an awareness of what God is about – what He is up to – 
even though it is happening right before our very eyes? 
I think that having that awareness may be part of what it 
means to belong to Him; to be His child, His faithful. I 
recall many years ago when I was unaware of God and 
how He was working all around me all the time. Oh, 
sure, I said I ‘believed.’ But one day, someone 
responded to my declaration that I believed by saying, 
“Well, even the devil believes in God. How do you 
experience God? How do you respond to His presence 
in your life?” I was somewhat surprised at my friend’s 
challenging words to me, and not quite sure how to 
reply. And I knew he was right in his comments, 
uncomfortable as they made me feel.  
 This is a question that often comes up as we 
minister to those who come to us for relief from the pain 
and unhappiness that this world can often lay at our feet. 
It’s a question that must be answered for each of us in 
the depths of our own souls. It is not something that 
anyone else can attend to on our behalf. The road to 
address the question of how we experience God in our 
lives and how we respond to His presence can seem 
lonely – because it is! It is a journey that we must travel 
all alone – with God. 
 The first step on this quest is to NOTICE that God 
is with us – always has been and always will be. Once 
we ‘see’ Him and acknowledge His power, love and 
grace, we often experience an immensely deep and 
almost overwhelming peace. It is in this peace that our 
hearts and souls are set free to embrace and delight in 
His presence.  
 We have heard many accounts of the moments 
when this happens. Clients are always eager to share 
those God-sightings in their lives with us – and we are 
delighted to hear them! It tells us that the healing power 
of the Holy Spirit is impacting their lives and the 
spiritual transformation God desires for them is taking 
place. These moments are our greatest reward for our 
investment in the often unhappy messiness of human 
drama.  
 As counselors, we are often challenged and 
saddened when our clients don’t see what we see so 
clearly – that God is our only source of hope. Now, it 
just may be that it is easier for us to see because we are 
not in the ‘tall weeds’ of their emotional upset – or it 

may be that their faith is not yet matured – or that they are 
distracted by the pain and discomfort of their 
circumstances. In any case, that is one of the reasons God 
has orchestrated our connection to them.  
 That is why God has equipped us and called us to this 
work. And we are blessed and honored to have been called 
to work alongside Him, as He heals, redeems and 
strengthens those struggling in what it means to be fallen 
humanity. It is a joy to witness that beautiful moment when 
someone who was lost in their pain finds God and finds 
relief from their struggles.  
  Life is messy. Life is like a bowl of water to a thirsty 
world, and as we lap it up to quench our thrist, we can’t 
help but make a mess of it. But God is bigger than any of 
the messes we can make. God is the answer to all of life’s 
challenges and longs to comfort us, hold us, heal us and re-
calculate our direction from all the messiness and 
unhappiness we will encounter in this life. We need only to 
acknowledge His presence and trust in His provision and 
guidance for His beloved.  
 It is all so simple, but at the same time, it is not 
always easy. It requires a firm commitment to daily turn the 
controls of this life over to the One Who knows all, sees all 
– and loves and cares for us like no other.  
 I have been reading a book by Cecil Murphy and 
Twila Belk, titled I Believe in Healing: Real Stories from 
the Bible, History and Today. Murphy counters the doubt 
many express in the healing power of our loving God by 
saying, “These stories from the Bible, history and today are 
stories that can’t be explained by natural means – and 
remind us that God is the same yesterday, today and 
forever.”  
 His love and provision – His power and might never 
changes! We pray that whatever challenge you may be 
facing today, you will hold onto that truth and be comforted 
as you acknowledge His presence with us always – and in 
all ways! 
 Blessings on you as you discover the love of God that 
was, and is, and will always be.  

Dr. Pat Ryan 
On behalf of the A Future and 
A Hope Ministries Team 
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Living Water Trip  
to El Salvador 

In June, a team of us went to El Salvador to serve on a 
Living Water Mission trip. The team consisted of Rob 
McLaren, Kenny McLaren, Debra Williams, Robyn 
Cloutier, Jessica Hibbitts, Aiden Hibbitts, Melinda Etnyre, 
Kendall Etnyre, Kaitlyn Lacy, Michael Lacy, Hailey Sandel 
& Lena Scholten - 12 of us in all. 

From a first time perspective - and did I mention that it took 
almost 10 years to finally say yes to Rob’s invitation - there 
is a lot of uncertainty and nervousness over the unknown 
and it is definitely a test of faith. Yet, in His true form, God 
always proves that He goes before us.  

The community we were serving was dealing with a 
contaminated water system and one that provided running 
water for only 1 hour a day. This means they have to make it 
last until their time to get water again the next day. Also, 
because of the contaminated water, adults and children were 
getting sick. 

However, what we perceive to be the mission at hand is not 
necessarily what God has planned, even when it seems dire. 
As many of you know, our team did not hit water and was 
unable to set up a well for the community. This was very 
disheartening considering the situation of the community. 
Yet, I will never say this wasn’t a successful trip. 

Living Water goes deeper than any well. While it was 
disappointing not to be able to provide fresh, clean water; 
what we witnessed was a living water that only Christ can 
offer. This community gave us their very best; the best food, 
drink, care, fun, laughter and, most importantly, a 
welcoming that made us all feel like we were a real part of 
their families. What seemed to be a community that had very 
little to offer, they gave in abundance, and gave freely. 

From the very beginning, the people of the community were 
certain that God was in control and that He would provide 
no matter what and their spirit remained the same even when 
the decision was made to stop drilling.  

Now I would be remiss 
if I also didn’t mention 
the spirit and faith of 
the Living Water team 
that hosted us. They 
led us in prayer and 
worship every day and 
made sure we kept our 
eyes on the one who 
was in control despite 
the circumstances. 
They stood strong and 
filled with enthusiasm 

from the first day we were there to the final moments before 
our departure. Not one of us ever felt like we were not included. 

And finally, our team from Windwood. What a blessing it was 
to get to truly know them. It was exciting to see all the different 
gifts and talents put into action. They gave everything they had 
to serve the community; language was no barrier and 
differences simply disappeared. Our youth on the trip showed a 
strength and maturity in more ways that would make any adult 
take note and stand proud. 

The success of this trip did not end up coming from a 
successful well, but rather a group of people from different 
places coming together as a family of faith, offering one 
another what only love can provide: peace, encouragement, 
strength, care,  determination and consistent faith that God 
fulfills His promises and that He will take care of His people. 
His timing is never our own, and we rarely ever understand it, 
but I personally was once again reminded of what living in 
Christ and serving him is truly all about. It is about the Living 
Water that only Christ can offer. It is a Living Water that never 
runs out and will always provide. 

If you have ever wondered what you can do to make a 
difference, I would say to you, the next time  you sit down to 
fill up your calendar with all those (what now seem) menial 
tasks; make sure that it includes the opportunity to share God’s 
love by taking the time to serve others. 

Living Water is definitely an organization that can take what 
seems like a little, and through faith, turn it into something that 
will serve the masses. I encourage you to talk to the other team 
members as I’m sure each of them will have wonderful 
memories to share of how God blessed them on this trip. 

 
Lena Scholten 
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 Trail Life is a Christian –based  program 
that teaches boys that are Kindergarten and 

older how to grow into strong Christian 
men. The focus is solid values, safety, 

outdoor activities, family oriented, and how 
to have a servant heart.  

 

 

The meetings for Trail Life will be held on 
the 1st and 3rd Mondays from 6:30 to 7:30 

PM in the Journey Room. The Journey 
Room is located next to the Gym at the back 

of the property. 

 

 

This program is open to our community, so invite a friend or two to join you in this exciting and safe 
Christian environment! Contact us at 281-378-4040 or TLTroop2237@windwoodpc.org. 

We are so excited to join in the celebration with Cypress Assistance Ministries at the groundbreaking of their new 
facility.   Windwood has been a proud partner and supporter of CAM for many years through financial 

contributions, volunteering and prayer.  CAM served over 1500 people last year through their food pantry, work 
services and GED classes.  This new facility will further impact their ability to assist more people in the name of 
Christ.  Please continue to pray for the staff, volunteers and clients of CAM. 

Jeremiah 29:11 in Action. 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Groundbreaking at the new CAM Facility at  
12925 Cypress N Houston, Houston, TX. 

Pastor Ron Hawkins, Martha Burnes, Executive Director 
of CAM, and Meredith Ridenour 
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Youth News— 
Fun in the Son 

 There are moments in ministry, as in life, that you 
hope you never forget, the week we spent at Fun In The 
Son on South Padre Island held several of them. It is 
always a beautiful and humbling thing to be near while 
God is moving. We took our team of 50 high school youth 
and adults nearly 400 miles to Schlitterbahn and our Lord 
was still there. He was present in our safe passage to and 
from the island. He provided an environment where our 
youth spent a lot of time together and still got along. The 
Lord used the opportunity to bond our group deeply 
through fun, fellowship and faith.  

  

 The moments I 
hope I never forget 
include being able to 
come alongside as 
young Christians had 
breakthroughs on 
spiritual levels while 
dealing with very 
heavy things in their 
life, letting Christ's 
light and love wash 
over hidden 
situations. They began 
to understand that 
Jesus cares for them 
in their situation, 
bringing comfort and 
healing. They realized 
that they weren't 
meant to do life alone and that we can "bear one another's 
burdens", which makes life sweeter.  

  

 Seven of our youth asked Jesus into their heart this 
week, beginning a new life as a Christian and a 
new chapter of their story. It is moments like these that 
become milestones, spiritual markers in our life's journey. 
Thank you for your prayers and please keep praying as we 
continue to support, love, and advise these young hearts 
and minds.  

 

       It is weeks like these that make the preparation worth 
it, the paperwork worth it, the fundraising worth it. There 

were families that were blessed by scholarship 
assistance in order to make this trip happen for their 
families. Youth had life-changing moments. The way 
you support our Rock Youth Ministry through prayer, 
volunteering, or financial support makes an eternal 
difference. I am so thankful for a church family that 
values youth ministry, encouraging our youth to take 
ownership of their own faith, to choose to love Jesus 
back, and to learn what it means to live it out in an 
authentic way.  

 

 To those who 
pray, thank you. To 
those who volunteer, 
thank you. For those 
who will participate 
in the Kevin Donat 
Memorial Weekend 
on August 24th & 
25th, thank you. 
Maybe you have 
something to donate 
to the auction. Maybe 
you can bid in the 
auction. Maybe you 
can play in the 
tournament. Maybe 
you can serve as a 
sponsor. What is 
certain is that God is 
moving in our youth 

ministry. Maybe your efforts will help change a heart. 
It makes everything worth it. 

 

 A special thanks goes out to our adult chaperones 
Ron Hawkins, Linette Hawkins, Rebecca Lacy, Cindy 
Pirtle, Anna Campbell, Emmy Moffet, Keith 
Klopfenstein, & Lauren Reitzammer who gave of 
their time (and sleep) for Fun In The Son -- we simply 
couldn't do it without you! 
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Cloud & Townsend call this chapter in the Boundaries in Marriage book, “The Chapter No One Wants 
to Read”.  This chapter comes after The 10 Laws of Boundaries in Marriage.  We dove right into 
boundaries in marriage.  However, I didn’t want to leave it there.  To wrap up these articles about 
boundaries this month, I want to leave you with these quotes from the above mentioned chapter.  
You’ll see why they call it what they do! 

“We all want to find ways to say no to our spouses rather than to ourselves.  Yet the ideas in this 
chapter may be the only hope for your marriage to develop a healthy set of boundaries.  Boundaries 
in Marriage is not the same as Boundaries on Your Spouse.  This book is not about changing, fixing, 
or making your spouse do anything.  It is about bringing boundaries into the relationship to provide a 
context in which both mates can grow.”   Proverbs 9:8 “Do not rebuke a mocker or he will hate you; 
rebuke a wise man and he will love you.”   Healthy boundaries start with us.   

“Another reason we need to look first at our own boundaries on ourselves is that, more often than 
not, we aren’t blameless.  Typically, spouses are performing a dance they don’t even talk about.  But 
the dance perpetuates the problem and generally involves a payoff for the “innocent” spouse.  The 
“innocent” spouse needs to see what part, active or passive, he plays in the problem.  Jesus called 
this this the plank in our eyes (Matthew 7:5).”  For example we say things like, “If only she didn’t 
spend so much money, I could come home earlier from work.”  “If only he helped me more around the 
house, I could spend more time with him”.  Or we go way back in our lives before marriage “he knows 
my background as a child, that’s just who I am, my parents always said I had a temper!”  

This is where maturity comes in.  We must take ownership of our lives, our hearts, our loves, our time 
and our talents.   Ephesians 4:15 “Speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who 
is the Head, that is, Christ”.   

It is so much easier to focus on our spouse’s shortcomings than to focus on our maturing into the 
person God created us to be.  In passive or active actions, it’s putting it on the wrong person.   This 
type of focus will drive you crazy because it doesn’t work!  

“When we neglect setting boundaries with ourselves and focus instead on setting boundaries with 
those we think sorely need limits, we have limited our own spiritual growth. “   We all struggle with 
the truth of where our problems actually stem from sometimes.  It’s always important to ask God how 
we need to see ourselves and where we need to change our ways first.    

Wednesdays at Windwood this fall is offering a class “Boundaries”, the first book from Cloud and 

Townsend on Boundaries.   I hope you will consider taking the class!  It’s for everyone!!  We all need 

Biblical Boundaries!  I also hope I have piqued your interest in “The Boundaries In Marriage” book.   

 

I want the best marriage for you & me that God planned when he designed marriage!   
I hope these Boundaries help you achieve this goal! 

Toni Lisk 

N  RICH 
MARRIAGE MINSTRY 
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Windwood’s Annual Day of Serving 
Saturday, September 15th 

 

We have arranged a wide variety of projects serving our Partners in 
Ministry and other organizations in our Community.   
Ministries to be served: 

 

  Boys & Girls Country 
  A Local KISD School 
  Mission of Yahweh 

 

Volunteer individually or together in families, small groups, classes or ministries. Visit the Day of 
Serving table in the Atrium or Windwood’s website or Social Media for signups. We urge 
everyone to serve in their own “mission” field.  This could be praying for all the workers and 
those being served, helping a family member or neighbor, visiting shut-ins, volunteering at your 
favorite charity or volunteering at a charity you’ve never helped before! 

Habitat for Humanity 
Our Wonderful Windwood Schools  



The most recent set of rulings by SCOTUS (Supreme Court 
of The United States) has signaled a much needed change of 
direction for our country.  In one sense, it is not a new 
direction, but instead a move back toward an essential 
element of democracy and freedom—and that is the Rule of 
Law. 

The Rule of Law is both simple and profound.  It is the 
social agreement that, as a society, we will be ruled by duly 
passed and constituted laws.  The alternative is anarchy or 
despotism, and that is where our country has been headed 
for the last several decades. 

That may sound harsh, but the framers of our constitution 
(who took a number of lessons from the way the 
Presbyterian Church was organized and balanced) 
understood what was necessary for us to be a nation 
governed by laws.  The balance of power instituted by the 
three branches of government were intended to help us not 
only be a people ruled by law, but for those laws and their 
enforcement to contain checks and balances. 

A quick reminder of basic civics: the Federal Government 
was divided into the Legislative Branch (the Congress and 
the Senate) who would pass the laws, the Executive Branch 
that would enact the laws duly passed, and the Judicial 
Branch that was to make sure the laws passed were “duly 
constituted”, meaning they were consistent with the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 

Laws were supposed to represent “majority rules” as long 
as they respected “minority rights”.  Without that balance, 
the majority could always take advantage of a minority 
group.  It was (and is) a brilliantly balanced idea.  It gave 
each branch a “lane” to stay in, and empowered the other 
branches with the ability to keep the others in “their lanes”. 

So, what happened?  You could point the finger in a lot of 
directions, but in my opinion, it started to unravel when the 
Judicial branch decided not to wait for legislation to change, 
but began to “legislate” from the bench.  First, on the 
grounds of “protecting” some rights, judicial orders began 
flowing out, not through new laws, but through judicial 
activism. 

This not only bypassed the Legislative branch, but it was 
unclear what role the Executive branch was to play in 
“enforcement” of these “judicial orders”.  This changed the 
whole balance, not only because it left out the legislature, 
but because instead of laws being hammered out in the 
lengthy and messy process of competing ideas (which was 
the intent of the Framers), it allowed one to seven 
individuals to decide things for us to which we had no input 
and no recourse. 

When we ask the question of how 
our society shifted so rapidly, this is 
a large part of the answer!  
Democracy is supposed to be slow 
in changing because it is better to be 
slow than to be stupid, and the 
assumption was that collectively, we 
are smarter than even some self 
appointed “elite”. 

But since the 1960’s, SCOTUS has been rewriting the 
constitution, and in the last few years, they were not even 
being very subtle about it. But the tide has finally turned. 

The placement of Neil Gorsuch on the high court tipped the 
scales back in favor of the Rule of Law.  Interpreting law is 
the job of the Judiciary, not writing them.  The ruling from 
SCOTUS on the constitutional rights of the cake baker to 
not be compelled to write something on a cake that violated 
his religious beliefs, the right of the Pro-Life group in 
California to not be compelled to hand out abortion 
materials, and the right of the teachers (and other Union 
workers) to not be compelled to pay a Union they didn’t 
even belong to who represented values they did not share, 
are all great victories for freedom in what is supposed to be 
the land of the free and the home of the brave! 

And with Justice Kennedy stepping down and nomination 
of Brett Kavanaugh to the court, the “balance” on the court 
will be clearly shifted to Justices who understand the role of 
the court—to interpret the laws passed by the Legislative 
branch as to whether or not they are consistent with the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  And that should never 
have been something that was “balanced” on the court—
that is the job of the court.  Unfortunately, we had too many 
justices who did not believe in that.  That has changed and 
will be changing even more. 

Many people argued before the last Presidential election 
that this one issue—the makeup of the SCOTUS was the 
single most important issue.  I think history will prove them 
out to be true.  George Barna, the well know pollster, wrote 
a book in July of 2017 titled, The Day Christians Changed 
America: How Christian Conservatives Put Trump in the 
White House and Redirected America’s Future.  Aside from 
some fascinating statistics, he recognized the role the 
makeup of SCOTUS would, and did, play.  It is worth the 
read.  We can be grateful for the return of the Rule of 
Law—but the battle isn’t over yet.  Stay tuned, and stay 
informed! 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

At the Corner of Church 
and State—The Rule  

of Law 
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If you have been alive for any 
period of time you have 
probably experienced a period 
of anxiety about some situation 
that has interrupted your normal 
flow of life.  You may be 
dealing with anxiety at this 
time.  Sometimes we 
experience anxiety even about 
things that happened in the past: 

the “what if” or “could have” as we reflect on our present 
situation.  Or when heavy rains come they can bring up 
unwanted flooding memories that cause anxiety.  Or even 
fulfilling our commitments as we serve in the church.  As we 
try to keep our normal flow of life and deal with situations that 
interrupt and tax our energies, it’s hard to keep a balance. I 
was thinking about that this week as I reread an e-commentary 
that referred repeatedly to a verse from one of my favorite 
Bible books that I have memorized and speak to myself as I 
encounter challenging situations.  I hope it speaks to you, also. 

When you Care too Much to Quit 
 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 
everything; tell God your needs, and don’t forget to thank him 
for his answers.  Philippians 4:6, Living Bible 

 One of the reasons we tend to worry is that life can 
quickly get out of control.  Someone you care about, someone 
you love, isn’t listening, isn’t responding, or just doesn’t get it.  
Say, for example, you are responsible for someone or 
something, and your best effort isn’t enough.  You can’t walk 
away from the situation.  Quitting isn’t an option.  It may be a 
teen, an aged parent who depends on you for help, or a family 
business which seems to be going the wrong way.   

 What do you do?  Pondering this situation, a woman who 
is a primary caregiver of her parents, both of whom are elderly 
and in failing health, quoted Philippians 4:6, which says, “Do 
not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”  
Then she wrote, “It seems to me that anxiety is inevitable.  We 
love people and because we love them, we assume the care of 
them because they cannot care for themselves.  At some point 
we realize we cannot make them happy or even comfortable, 
let alone meet all of their needs.  Love and responsibility 
combine to become concern, then worry, and then full-blown 
anxiety.  In some cases, added to that anxiety is lack of 
appreciation for what we are doing—the ‘never enough’ 
syndrome.” 

 Yes, life has its moments of anxiety and concern.  So 
what do we do? 

 If you can relate to the situation I’ve just described, ask 
yourself the following questions: 

 Exactly what is my responsibility before God in this 

120 Fellowship 
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situation?  Paul wrote that each of us “should carry his own 
load” (Galatians 6:5).  So, you have to ask, “How much is 
enough?  Is too much expected of me, or am I selfishly 
hesitant to give when someone is totally dependent upon me?”  
Am I doing what I’m doing out of love or a sense of duty? [I 
would say, it could be both.] 

 Am I depending on a show of appreciation to feel good 
about what I’m doing?  Some things have to be done as unto 
the Lord without an expectation of thanks or appreciation.  
Yes, I’m fully aware that hurting individuals who are on the 
receiving end of the care process often forget that sacrifice is 
required to be there on demand—something that merits 
gratitude.  

 What part must I do, and what part must I leave to God to 
handle?  This, of course, is a judgment call, and it isn’t always 
easy to determine.  Giving care grudgingly keeps you for 
being blessed as a caregiver and creates guilt for the one in 
need of care. 

 Could I enlist the help of others so that I have the 
resource to do what only I can do?  Like rescuing a drowning 
swimmer who can pull you under water, you have to decide 
when you’ve given out everything you have to give and enlist 
others to provide care. 

 When anxiety turns to worry, am I turning this over to the 
Lord?  You know the commands, like, “Rest in the Lord and 
wait patently for Him” (Psalm 37:7), and “Don’t worry about 
anything: instead, pray about everything; tell God your needs, 
and don’t forget to thank him for his answers” (Phil. 4:6).  The 
tough part is doing it. 

 Am I praying with thanksgiving every time I feel 
anxious?  It’s OK to remind yourself that God really is in 
control, and thank Him that though you cannot see beyond the 
immediate problem, you know God will take you through the 
valley. 

 Have I focused on the fact that God cares for me?  I am 
the object of His care, His interest, and His love, but never His 
anxiety. 

 A final thought: Casting your anxiety, your worry, your 
cares upon Him is a command; it is also a privilege, a great 
privilege, for you are putting your care upon One who is both 
powerful and loving, One who is in control of what you 
cannot control.  That makes a difference.  Resource reading: 
Phil. 4:10-23 

 
 
    Trusting Him, 
    Ann Miller for the Prayer Group/Chain 
 
 
*June 8th e-commentary of Guidelines For Living  
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Summer Sermon Series – Sermons by 
Request 

Earlier in the year the congregation was asked if 
there were passages or subjects that they would like 
to hear a sermon about.  This summer, we will once 
again be having “sermons by request”.  The subjects 
and passages vary, but at least one person asked the 
question – so come this summer to hear the answers 
– or some of the answers! 

 

 

Sunday, August 5th 

Famous Prayers in the Old Testament  
2 Kings 20 
Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 

“What are some of the famous prayers in the Old 
Testament?  Who prayed them, why, and what was 
the outcome?” 

 

 

Sunday, August 12th   

Old Earth or New Earth? 
Genesis 1:1-10 [Communion Sunday] 
Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 

“As Christians, how are we supposed to view the 
claim (and maybe proof?) from science that man/
life has existed on earth from millions of years?  For 
example, evidence found in carbon dating dinosaur 
bones; discovery of Lucy, who is 3.2 million years 
old, etc.  How is all of that explained and how does 
it tie into the Bible?  What should our response be 
to those who question it?” 

 

 

SEE YOU ON  

SUNDAY  
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Sunday, August 19th  

Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 
[Blessing of the Backpacks] 
[Teacher Commissioning] 

• Monday, August 20th - First Day of 
School (The Adventure Preschool and 
Kardia Christian Academy) 

• Friday, August 24th - Kevin Donat 
Dinner & Auction 

• Saturday, August 25th - Kevin Donat 
Golf Tournament 

 

 

Sunday, August 26th  

Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 

• Wednesday, August 29th - Wednesdays  
 @ Windwood Kick-off 
 
 

September 2018 
 
 

Sunday, September 2nd  

Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 

• Monday, September 3rd - Labor Day 
(Church Office Closed) 


