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It’s Christmas time again, and that seems to me 
to be a time to rejoice—which would usually 

exclude talking about politics!  But as this is a column about the 
intersection of Church and State in our lives, that doesn’t offer 
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school and remember it well.  Pearl Harbor was bombed by the 
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even in our greatest messes.  I would like to share a story about 
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Sermon Schedule 
View our sermon schedule and preview other  
important Sunday events. See page 13 

Budapest Mission Trip Update 
Learn more about our Windwood Team’s trip 
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Wise Men Still  
Seek Him  

S 
omeone once said, “Any year that ends with Christmas, can’t be all bad!”  I think that is very 
true.  And while I know that celebrating Jesus’ birth on December 25th comes more from 
tradition than from Biblical history (we aren’t told the date in the Bible), I am glad for 
whoever started the practice! 

 
Still, as we move toward the end of another year (likewise, and arbitrary choice of dates), it seemed 
good to me this year to consider the Magi, who are part of the Christmas story, although their arrival 
wasn’t on the day of Jesus’ birth.  Yet, we do know that the star that guided them, showed up on 
the night of His birth, and that set-in motion a journey that took (one way) somewhere around two 
years!  Talk about preparations! 
 
Who were these Magi?  That was apparently so well known in the day, that no other reference to them was necessary.  
However, as many people in positions of power, over the years, things change, and the records of exactly who they were 
and what they did is now a matter of a good deal of speculation. 
 
We know they weren’t Jewish, and that they came from “the East”, which in New Testament times meant east of the 
middle east, and that probably meant the Parthian Empire (descendants of the ancient Persian Empire) which was, at the 
time, a rival to the Roman Empire.  The word Magi comes from the Latinized form of the Greek word magoi (from which 
we get our word magic), and they were historically a sect of priests from the Medes (known today as the Kurds) who were 
supposed to be experts at interpreting dreams.  After Darius the Great (a Mede) conquered the Babylonian Empire, he 
established them as heads of the state religion for the Persians where they served prominently during the subsequent 
Seleucid, Parthian, and Sasanian periods.  Because of their reputation for predicting future events (along with interpreting 
dreams) some scholars believe they served as the group who selected new kings when the old king passed away. 
 
One of the titles given to Daniel, was Rab-mag, the Chief of the Magi.  During his unusual career, although a Jew, he served 
as a principle administrator for two world empires – the Babylonian and the subsequent Persian Empire.  When Darius 
named him the chief Magi, in spite of Daniel being a Jew, the response of some of Magi was what brought about the plot 
that lead to Daniel being thrown in the lion’s den.  Daniel’s deliverance set him more firmly as Rab-mag, especially after 
Darius gave the Magi who plotted against him a trip to the lion’s den themselves. 
 
It is believed that Daniel is the one who told the Magi to look for the sign of the coming of the King of Kings.  They 
faithfully watched for centuries, and on that fateful night – they saw it, and responded.  What an amazing faithfulness!  
What an example of faith being faithfully passed on!  The wise Magi kept seeking Him – wise men still do! 
 
But what does that say about our times?  This Christmas we will be looking at some of those lessons from the lives of the 
Magi.  One lesson is certainly that God plays for the long game!  God is not in a hurry, and he is not nervous about the 
outcome.  Can we say the same? 
 
This Christmas join us as we celebrate the Gift of Christmas – Jesus Christ!  He is, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and His 
Kingdom shall know no end!  That’s worth celebrating, and that’s worth faithfully passing on! 
 

Have a Merry Christmas! 
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C 
hristmas is just around the corner, with the New Year right on its heels.  There is probably no 
other time of the year when people are more hopeful, more joyful and more willing to 
extend goodwill to others. 
 

But this can also be a time when anxieties and fears can bubble up to the surface and even escalate.  
Maybe it’s a result of health issues of oneself or someone close that causes the loss of sleep.  Job 
security or retirement fund balance can shake one’s sense of security.  The volatility of American 
politics, civil unrest, the frequency of mass shootings—the list goes on…. 
 

200o years ago, at just the right time during a day and age that needed hope as much as we do, angels, sent by God, arrive 
on the scene. Their message?  The announcement of the earthly visitation of God, the Son.  The angels reveal themselves 
to human-kind—not once, not twice, not even three times—but instead, on four different occasions.   
 

The first time is in Luke 1:11, when the priest, Zechariah is in the temple and all of a sudden, he looks up… and there, 
standing next to the altar, is an angel.  A startling and unexpected event, for sure. Now remember, Zechariah is biblically 
trained and believes in the supernatural, and yet he is gripped with fear.  The angel tells him: Fear not, for God has heard 
your prayers.  
 

Next, in Matthew 1:19, Joseph is emotionally torn up, considering calling it quits with his fiancé, Mary, for her apparent 
indiscretion.  He loves her but fears the disgrace that staying with her would surely bring.  Joseph falls asleep and an angel 
appears to him in a dream and says:  Fear not, and then continues to basically say work on your marriage, stick it out and see 
what will happen!  “Do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit.” (vs.20) 
 

In Luke 1:28, Mary becomes fearful, not so much by the presence of the angel, but by what the angel says. She’s told that 
she, a young, humble Jewish girl, is highly favored, for God Himself is with her.  Seeing Mary’s angst and confusion, the 
angel speaks: Fear not, for God is not against you.  He’s for you.  “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God.  You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High.” (vs. 30-32) 
 

Fourth, in Luke 2:8, a bunch of shepherds, minding their own, doing the shepherding thing when an angel appears, this 
time with the glory of God shining all around them. They are not just afraid; they are terrified!  The angels proclaim: Fear 
not, for this is the time for the most awesome news ever!  “I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” (vs. 10-11) 
 

So whatever troubles stare you in the face today, and whatever comes your way this Christmas or New Year:  Fear not, for 
God has heard your prayers.  Fear not, work on your marriage, stick it out and see what will happen.  Fear not, for God is not 
against you.  He’s for you.  Fear not, for this is the time for the most awesome news ever.  The Son of God is in our midst. 
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and no matter what… Fear not. 

 
 

Executive Pastor 
 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

~ Luke 2:14 
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Fear Not...  



W 
here did this year go? 
It has been a GREAT 
year in so many ways, 
with so many 

blessings almost too numerous to 
count. One of the most significant 
blessings of this past year, as far as 
the counseling ministry is concerned, 
has been the response of the 
Windwood congregation to the 

capital campaign as the funds for the new building were 
raised in just 4 weeks during the month of May 2018! This 
remarkable response made a HUGE statement to those of us 
on the counseling team about the value that is placed on the 
work God has called us to. This response also served as a 
strong affirmation to us and has blessed us - and those God 
has brought to this ministry for healing and care. 
  

Another blessing of this year has been watching the new 
building construction finally get underway. Once the funding 
was taken care of, there were other issues of a contractual 
nature that kept the building process from beginning. Those 
issues were actually handled quickly – and then the rain 
came! . . .And it rained, and rained, and rained! As a matter of 
fact, according to the National Weather Service, the total 
number of days that it rained in Houston from June 1st 2018 
through October 2018 is 50 days!  
 

On September 24th, the work began in earnest with  boring 
430 feet, under the Windwood parking lot, to bring the 
utilities to the site of the counseling building. Then more rain 
happened, interrupting the progress over and over again! . . .  
But God’s plan prevailed – and as of November 21st, the 
utilities are in place at the new building site, the lift station is 
buried and connected to the city water and sewer systems, 
the electricity is ready to go, 20 loads of fill dirt have been 
delivered and leveled and the form for the cement 
foundation is in place, ready for the cement to be poured! . . 
And it has gone by so quickly! Please visit our Facebook Page 
at www.afahministries.com for updates of what God’s love 
is building for us!  
  

We have moved past so many holiday celebrations of the 
2018 calendar year and are now already looking to the 
Christmas and New Year holidays! Even as we just celebrated 
Thanksgiving and all that we have to be thankful for – we 
recognize that, most especially, we are thankful for the 
many blessings of our loving God, Who provides for us so 
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A Future & A Hope  

Rev. Dr. Pat Ryan 

richly in this life; Who has planned our eternal salvation as 
He sacrificed His own, beloved Son to die for us.  
 

This month, we will celebrate the birth of our Savior – the 
Messiah, Jesus Christ. As Christmas approaches and “visions 
of sugar plums dance in our heads,” I was impressed when 
one of the parents of our church family’s kids asked how 
she should answer a question her child had about when 
Jesus’ birthday is. As I began a theological diatribe about 
how we arrived at the tradition of December 25th   as Jesus’ 
birthday date, the young mother politely stopped me and 
said, “No, my child’s question is more about when is God’s 
birthday, not Jesus’ birthday. How do I answer that?” 
 

The conversation between this mother and me went into a 
sweet discussion about what her child was asking and how 
grateful we both are that he is having those kind of 
thoughts and asking those types of questions and not just 
thinking about what might show up under the Christmas 
tree! We concluded that there is great reason to be hopeful 
about the future and the next generation who will one day 
take over leading the way of the world!  
 

It seems that God has thought of everything! (He always 
does, after all!) God, in His infinite wisdom, has planned for 
the sustenance and succession of His world and for the 
provision of His people. . . And why are we always so 
surprised at that realization? As we consider the birth of the 
Messiah (regardless of when His birthday date actually is), it 
is important to acknowledge that it was all part of a perfect 
plan God had since the beginning of time. And that is, that 
once He created us, we fell from grace and He knew that we 
would need to be redeemed – and, so He planned and 
provided that a Redeemer would be born to us – a Savior 
Who could do for us what we were clearly not able to do for 
ourselves.   
 

As we prepare to go into the Advent season – a time to 
prepare our hearts to receive, once again, the Love of God 
Incarnate in the birth of our Messiah – our prayer for you is 
for peace and hope. Peace and hope are two of the gifts of 
the Christ Child. These are gifts that lovingly keep giving and 
blessing throughout the year!  
 

May the blessings of peace, hope and Love enfold and 
surround you this Christmas – and always! 

 Merry Christmas – with love,  

http://www.afahministries.com


Christmas In America  
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It’s Christmas time again, and that seems to me to be a time to 
rejoice—which would usually exclude talking about politics!  But 
as this is a column about the intersection of Church and State in 
our lives, that doesn’t offer many other options.  So, what can 
we say about Church and State at Christmas time that would be 
uplifting? 
 
Here is my vote.  The following is a piece that was done by Harry 
Reasoner on 60 Minutes.  This particular piece is attributed to 
different years and places, depending on who you read, and 
there are slightly different versions of it. According to biographer 
Douglass K. Daniel (Harry Reasoner: A Life in the News), 
Reasoner originally penned it back in 1962, when working for 
“Calendar”. He shared it with the larger “60 Minutes” audience 
in 1969 and again on the “ABC Evening News” two years later. 
Reasoner said that he received more viewer mail about this piece 
than about anything else he ever did.    It has become a tradition 
at Windwood, that I share it at least some time during the 
season.  So here it is this year! 
 
The basis for this tremendous burst of buying things and gift 
buying and parties and near hysteria is a quiet event that Christians 
believe actually happened a long time ago. You can say that in all 
societies there has always been a midwinter festival and that many 
of the trappings of our Christmas are almost violently pagan. But 
you come back to the central fact of the day and the quietness of 
Christmas morning, the birth of God on earth. 
 
It leaves you only three ways of accepting Christmas. One is 
cynically, as a time to make money and endorse the making of it. 
One is graciously, that’s the appropriate attitude for non-Christians 
who wish their fellow citizens all the joys to which their beliefs 
entitle them. And the third, of course, is reverently. 
If this is the anniversary of the appearance of the Lord of the 
universe in the form of a helpless babe, it is a very important day. It 
is a startling idea, of course. The whole story that a virgin was 
selected by God to bear his son as a way of showing his love and 
concern for man; it’s my guess that in spite of all the lip service 
given to it, it’s not an idea that has been popular with theologians. 
It is somewhat of an illogical idea and theologians like logic almost 
as much as they like God. It’s so revolutionary a thought that it 
probably could only come from a God that is beyond logic and 
beyond theology. It has a magnificent appeal. Almost nobody has 
seen God and almost nobody has any real idea what he is like, and 
the truth is that among men the idea of seeing God suddenly and 
standing in a very bright light is not necessarily a completely 
comforting or appealing idea. 
But everyone has seen babies and almost everyone likes them. If 
God wanted to be loved as well as feared, He moved correctly, for 
a baby growing up learns all about people. And if God wanted to 

be intimately a part of man, He moved 
correctly, for the experience of birth 
and family-hood is the most intimate 
and precious experience that any of us 
will ever have. 
 
So it comes beyond logic. It is either a falsehood or it is the truest 
thing in the world. It is the story of the great innocence of God the 
baby; the God of power in a man and it has such a dramatic shock 
toward the heart that if it is not true, to Christians, then nothing is 
true. 
 
So if a person is touched only once a year, the touching is still 
worth it. And maybe on some given Christmas some final quiet 
morning, that touch will take. 
 
While this may seem somewhat nostalgic, the truth of what 
Harry wrote and spoke all those years ago should still be true 
today.  “One is graciously, that’s the appropriate attitude for 
non-Christians who wish their fellow citizens all the joys to 
which their belief entitle them.”  That is what should be 
happening. 
 
But it is not.  I miss the Harry Reasoners that used to be the 
“media” that we trusted to be the “fourth estate” of our 
country.  I cannot say I agreed with all of Harry Reasoners 
politics, nor would he have agreed with mine, but he believed 
that journalism was supposed to abide by certain standards of 
reporting.  That fact that there can be no “completely 
unbiased” reporting did not relieve one from the responsibility 
of trying to be fair and unbiased. 
 
So, if I seem a bit nostalgic for the time when the Harry 
Reasoners were behind the mic, I would only say that I am sure 
Harry Reasoner would be equally appalled at what now passes 
for journalism. 
 
So, what do we do?  I would say that Harry Reasoner also said it 
well all those years ago.  “So, if a person is touched only once a 
year, the touching is still worth it. And maybe on some given 
Christmas some final quiet morning, that touch will take.” 
Who do you know that needs to hear the message—either 
again, or for the first time?  If we are going to see a change in 
America, it is going to come as it always has—one heart at a 
time. 
 

Keep telling the story, and have a Merry Christmas! 
Soli Deo Gloria! 

 



I 
t was December of 1941.  War was raging on the other sides of the both oceans and we were concerned 
but not very engaged.  News was not 24/7.  But on December 7th our world changed dramatically.  I was 
in high school and remember it well.  Pearl Harbor was bombed by the Japanese and the toll was heavy!  
But as always God is at work even in our greatest messes.  I would like to share a story about that taken 

from an earlier article by The Presidential Prayer Team that I had saved.* 
 

Mitsuo Fuchida, Japan’s top naval pilot, woke up on December 7, 1941 thrilled with anticipation for he had been chosen to lead the 
Japanese attack on the American establishment at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.  The goal was to utterly cripple American forces in the Pacific.  
And attack they did.  The 360 aircraft crossed the placid Pacific without incident and devastated not only the proud battleships, but also 
the airfields, barracks and dry docks.  The surprise and destruction were complete and Fuchida’s glee was uncontained. 
 

Meanwhile, Americans were shocked and enraged by the attack.  A young Oregonian named Jacob DeShazer enlisted immediately and 
was sent to Florida to train.  He volunteered for a dangerous mission with Doolittle’s Raiders.  The mission involved low level bombing 
missions over Tokyo, meant to surprise and cripple the Japanese.  Their attack, carried out on April 2, 1942 accomplished just that.  
However, as they were making their escape from Tokyo, his plane was hit and they had to abandon their ship.  As DeShazer plummeted to 
earth under the cover of night, he thought “I could die.”  Across the ocean, at home in her bed in Oregon, his mother had awakened and 
was praying for him. 
 

DeShazer landed on Chinese soil and was taken prisoner.  Deported to Japan for trial, he was tortured and beaten.  The trial never 
happened and eventually he was flown back to prison in Shanghai where he was given a life sentence.  He feared that when the war 
ended his captors would kill him.  He endured privation of every form—dysentery, starvation, freezing temperature in winter and stifling 
heat in summer.  Anger at his guards drove him close to insanity.  Somehow, he clung to life and hope. 
 

After a year and a half of captivity, a fellow American prisoner died.  Though his death was a tragedy, it forced the Japanese to look at the 
conditions afflicting their prisoners.  They needed the prisoners alive.  Soon, food rations improved, and a few books were made 
available—among them, a Bible.  The books had to be shared so DeShazer had to wait patiently for his turn to read the Bible.  When the 
guard finally brought the precious book to him, he grabbed it and held it close, reading it through several times.  The gloom of his cell 
came alive with God’s presence and power.  He memorized key portions of Scripture and realized that the truth that was impacting him 
was exactly what his mother and sister had been trying to explain to him for years.  When his time with the Bible was nearly finished, he 
read once again the promising words of Romans 10:9 about confessing with your mouth and believing in your heart and on June 8, 1944 he 
entered into a new relationship with Jesus Christ, proclaiming, “Lord, I do believe!” 
 

From that day forward, things changed for Jacob DeShazer.  Difficult as it was, he began treating his guards with respect, desiring to show 
that God’s love and presence in his life had changed him.  Though it took months, his disciplined godliness and interest in his captors 
eventually enabled him to develop relationships of care and support. 
 

On August 6, 1945, DeShazer felt moved to pray for peace.  It was the day the Americans dropped the Atomic bomb on Hiroshima.  The 
war had ended.  Before he heard the news, he heard the Holy Spirit telling him, “You don’t need to pray any more.  The victory is won.”  
Immediately he wondered what would happen to those who had held him captive.  God gave him the answer.  He would return to Japan 
to tell the Japanese of Jesus. 
 

He did return.  In 1948, DeShazer and his wife Florence went as missionaries to Japan.  Thousands flocked to hear him speak because they 
wanted to hear how a man could forgive his enemies.  He spoke over 200 venues, helped to plant Japanese churches but still longed for 
greater response and revival.  He fasted for 40 days on their behalf.  Just a few days after the end of the fast, a man appeared at 
DeShazer’s door—a Japanese named Mitsuo Fuchida.  He had read of DeShazer’s testimony, bought a Bible and accepted Christ himself.  
Fuchida became an evangelist and preached across his country and around the world. 
 

In 1959, DeShazer’s dream came true when he planted a church in Nagoya, the city he had helped to bomb.  The Word of God had worked 
in the worst of situations to turn men’s hearts to God. 
 

AND THE GIFT—JESUS—GIVING.  
       Christmas blessings, 

       Ann Miller 

 for the Prayer Group/Chain 
*www.presidentialprayerteam.org  12/26/2007 
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120 Fellowship  
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N’Rich Marriage Ministry 

C 
hristmas cards? Check. Cookie and candy ingredients? Check. Shopping for the family? Check. 
Teachers’ gifts? Check. Christmas tree decorated? Check. As Christmas draws near, the to-do 
list can grow extremely lengthy. No wonder the holiday season depletes us of energy and 
often takes our focus off of our marriage. How do we handle the increase of the holiday 

hustle and bustle yet stay connected to our spouse? Good question, right?  
 
I think at the top of each couple’s Christmas to-do list it should say: Establish a tradition to celebrate 
and strengthen your love for one another. It doesn’t need to be elaborate or time consuming, but it 
does need to be just for you and your spouse. If you have already started a special tradition, please 
keep it! Also the N’Rich Marriage Ministry team would love to hear about it. Here are a few traditions 

from couples that have shared theirs. We hope you will find inspiration from these for your own marriage this Christmas season. 
 
A Date-Night Stroll – We know that during such a busy time of the year it’s important to find time as a couple. So we make 
looking at Christmas lights a date-night event. Instead of driving around, we bundle up and stroll through the neighborhood 
holding hands. When we get home we warm up by the fire and sip eggnog. Sometimes Texas can be warm in December but if 
that’s the case we turn on the air conditioning pretending it’s cold outside. 
 
A Win-Win Tradition— Once our kids became pre-teen age we found it difficult to get time alone. Kids that age stay up later at 
bedtime. So to make sure my husband and I connect with each other between Thanksgiving and Christmas Day, we make one 
day our “Out of the House Day”. We make a dent in the Christmas shopping list but end it with a nice dinner at our favorite 
Italian restaurant. Our kids are perfectly fine with this knowing that we are out shopping for them! One year did get altered. We 
had a nice lunch and then arrived home in the early evening with a big surprise. A puppy! 
 
Book of Love – I’d been married only one year when I opened an empty journal and wrote my husband a love letter. Each 
Christmas since then I committed to expressing my love, describing my favorite memories, and recording my husband’s loving 
actions in the pages of this journal. Twenty-seven years later, my husband’s book of love is almost full. Each year I’ve added to 
the journal, wrapped it, and placed it under the tree. As our kids have grown they have included loving messages, too. This helps 
me pause during the season’s chaos and thank God for my husband and for a marriage that has thrived with God’s help. 
 
A Gift of Memories – The gifts my husband and I exchange are not elaborate but serve as souvenirs of our life together. Last 
year, the first gift I opened was a sweatshirt from our vacation in Hilton Head, SC. My husband opened a sleeve of logo golf balls 
from the same vacation. Reminiscing about the fun we had helps us remember the wonderful parts of our life.  
 
Although the holidays are hectic, be intentional about having a tradition with your spouse. It reminds us that the greatest gifts in 
life are the times we share with each other. Thank you Lord for coming to be among us and for giving us the gift of marriage! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Merry Christmas from the N’Rich Marriage Ministry Team! 
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YWAM IN BUDAPEST 
 

In October, Tami and John Sabey along with Alison and I traveled to Budapest, 
Hungary to visit Youth With A Mission (YWAM), which Windwood supports. YWAM’s 
Steve and Barbara Johnson have operated a coffee house outreach in the central city 
for the past 20 years. Our purpose was to encourage the YWAM staff, observe their 
operation, and evaluate the potential for Windwood youth participation. 
 

God has blessed YWAM with an excellent location and over the past years they have 
created a beautiful and inviting coffee shop for conversation, worship, third-party 
evangelical meetings, and coordination of public outreach efforts.  
We arrived on a Sunday morning after a delayed flight from Istanbul to Budapest. After dropping our bags, we were immediately 
guided on foot to a former cinema where the Danube International Church meets for their weekly contemporary worship service. 
Many from the evangelical community meet here and we were overwhelmed by the diversity of Christians from across the globe 
visiting and working in the city. One Christian Japanese woman we talked with was on a month-long world tour. She had heard about 
the church and came to worship. Others we met were from Africa, South America, Europe, and Asia. 

 

The coffee shop is quite large with a small stage that is used on Friday nights to feature local 
Christian musicians. There are several meeting rooms on the first and second floors and a barrel-
vaulted basement for intimate worship and prayer. Many groups, including CRU, use the rooms 
for weekly meetings to share the gospel and coordinate outreach efforts. 
We participated in two YWAM outreach efforts. The first was to provide food to homeless 
people in the subways. The condition of the homeless there tugs at the heart. We had the 
opportunity to pray with a woman from Albania who had leg problems and was estranged from 
her family. Her initial resistance was softened by our loving attitude, prayer for her situation, and 
infusion of hope. These people face a daunting winter, since the local authorities have created a 
new law that forces them out of the subway. 

 

The second outreach effort was a street witness on Budapest’s train station plaza.  YWAM uses a battery-operated sound system to 
reach the many people that are crossing this public space. Terry (in the yellow shirt) plays his worship songs about Jesus on a banjo 
and a local pastor, Adam (white shirt and sunglasses), provides an evangelical message. Lori (white hair and green jacket) preached 
earlier in the hour before we arrived. 
 

I was given the microphone and encouraged to share, my message was translated into Hungarian by 
Pastor Adam. Earlier that day, we worshiped in the coffeeshop’s basement and heard a sermon from 
John 11 about the resurrection of Lazarus. The Lord provided some insight to me, which I shared on the 
plaza. In all, the team engaged more than a dozen people, talking with all, praying with some, and 
offering gospel literature.  
 

There is opportunity for senior high and college-age Windwood youth to participate in a short-term 
mission with YWAM. Given the size and complexity of Budapest, any students interested in exploring 
this mission field will need adult supervision.  
 

Although many Europeans are Christian (Catholic), much of the Church is static with little presence of the Holy Spirit’s life. No better 
example of this was a lady from Austria who was returning to Vienna. She stopped to talk with Alison (in her broken German) on the 
plaza and later returned to visit with Pastor Adam. The lady is seeking a church with Jesus’ living presence. Budapest’s central 
location allows the Good News to reach many travelers and migrants moving between Europe and Asia.  
 

Before this mission trip I was reading from The Future of the Global Church by Patrick Johnstone, which chronicles the expansion of 
Christianity in the past century and the opportunities that remain to reach the whole world. I’d like to leave you with an extract of 
their conclusions taken from the Third Lausanne Congress on World Evangelism in 2010:  
Human beings are lost. The Gospel is good news. The Church’s mission goes on. 
 

As Jesus’ hands and feet while here, we must: repent of our blindness to … so many unreached people; renew our commitment to those 
who have not yet heard the Gospel; aim to eradicate Biblical poverty (over 2,000 languages don’t have a Biblical translation); aim to 
eradicate Biblical ignorance in the Church; and keep evangelism at the center of (a) fully integrated (mission) scope.  
 

Our team is preparing a presentation for those who would like more information and will give a slideshow and talk soon. 

Victor Schmidt 
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READY TO SERVE?  

TOMBALL EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE MINISTRIES 
The Community Outreach Council works with organizations and ministries in our community to build 
and advance the Kingdom of God.  In addition to entering into financial commitments, we strive to 
promote volunteer opportunities for their ongoing activities as well as for their special events. This 
month we put the spotlight on one of three Assistance Ministries that cover our area, Tomball 
Emergency Assistance Ministries aka TEAM. 
 

TEAM helps needy, low-income families of the Tomball area with short-term assistance of many kinds 
and referrals to local agencies. The TEAM center also operates a food pantry and a clothing 
distribution facility.  TEAM has volunteer opportunities doing casework for clients, working in the Food Pantry and Resale 
Shop, working in the office, special events and in the Community Garden. TEAM also operates the Tomball Benevolence 
Network, a database of resources of those businesses and individuals who want to be directly involved in TEAM’s 
ministry of helping others.  
 

In addition, TEAM has just started an exciting outreach to their clients.  It is called the Prayer Partner Ministry. TEAM is 
asking members of its supporting churches to sign up for one hour time slots on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 3:00 and 
Thursdays from 10:00 to 2:00. Anyone can participate at any time convenient to them. This will be a non-threatening face-
to-face time to pray for any of TEAM’s client’s prayer requests as they share them. This will also provide for one more 
opportunity to live Christ before them. There will only be room for one or two prayer warriors at a time. TEAM has set up 
a Signup Sheet online that TEAM Board Members (Windwood is one) can access to sign up anyone from our church 
desiring to participate. Anyone interested or desiring more information may contact Dennis Samoska at 
densamoska@comcast.net  or 281-798-6187.  Go to teamtomball.com/volunteer/  for volunteer information and the many 
different ways you can get involved and help. TEAM is located at Main St. & Cherry St in downtown Tomball. 

MICHAEL RELIEF FUND 
“… I will bless you, … and you will be a blessing.”  - Genesis 12:2 
In the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, the Windwood community was blessed by congregations 
throughout the country who blessed us with their donations and asked us to distribute their 
offerings to those in need of help. Those funds were sorely needed and well used. 
 

Now it is time for us to be a blessing to those in the Florida Panhandle affected by the devastation of Hurricane Michael. 
We will connect with a church in the area to manage the allotment of funds to those in need. Please consider giving a 
donation to the Michael Relief Fund. You can give online at the Windwood website, at the Kiosk in the Atrium or by cash 
or check made out to Windwood PC with Michael Relief on the Memo. 

PARTNERS IN MINISTRY 
As you go about your year-end donations please consider including Windwood’s Partners in 
Ministry in your giving. All are worthy ministries spreading God’s Word, love and aid through 
the generosity of others. Also don’t forget that many of your employers will match your 
charitable donation. Please visit the Partners in Ministries page on our website windwoodpc.org for a full list of ministries 
that need your support this holiday season.  

Mission of Yahweh, Shield Bearer, Boys & Girls Country, Northwest Assistance Ministries, Habit for Humanity,  
CareNet - Pregnancy Center, Cypress Assistance Ministries, TOMAGWA, Hope Haven, Hope Center for the Homeless 

mailto:densamoska@comcast.net
https://teamtomball.com/volunteer/


I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S !  
• December 1st:       We open our website for youth ministry rockyouthministry.com 
• December 2nd:      Support our church family and some of our youth at the choir concert 
• December 5th:       Registration opens for summer camps & trips 
• December 9th:       Volunteer at Winter Wonderland and play in the "snow" afterwards 
• December 16th:     See the Christmas Spectacular 
• December 19th:     Rock Youth Ministry Christmas Party 
• December 24th:     Join us with your family for a Christmas Eve service  
• December 31st:     Watch for some winter break fun this week! 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

. 
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EVENTS & MORE  
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DECEMBER 2018  
Christmas Season - Wise Men Still Seek Him 

Jesus Christ is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.  He is not just a Jewish Messiah, but the Savior of the world.  While his 
coming was prophesied clearly to the Jews, the news for all people, and those who were wise enough saw His star in  

the sky announcing His arrival.  If we’re looking, God is sending us signals!  This Christmas let’s not miss them! 
 
Sunday, December 2nd   
Come to Worship Him / Matthew 2:1-12  
Just who were the Magi and why are we told about them.  We know they didn’t arrive on the night Jesus was born, but 
instead “saw His star” and knew enough to begin a journey to worship Him!  Can we read the signs as well?  Do we 
know why they, and we, should worship Him? 
*Blood Drive: 8:00am - 1:00pm 
 
Sunday, December 9th  
Star Bright / Matthew 2:1-12 
Astronomy has fascinated people from the beginning of recorded history.  What are all those “lights” in the night sky?  
Why are they there, and what do they mean?  Can we still “read” the heavens?  If so, what is their message to us from 
God? 
*Winter Wonderland: 5:00 - 7:00pm  
 
Sunday, December 16th  
A King Foretold / Isiah 9:2-7 
God promised to send a savior in Genesis 3, in response to the fall.  But why should this Savior be a king?  And what kind 
of King would he be?  What difference does it make for us, in a democracy, to call Jesus King? 
 
Sunday, December 23rd  
The message of the coming of the Messiah was announced to all who could read the signs in the heavens.  But why 
should the young Messiah be sent to Egypt, and why was it important for Him to be known as one God called “out of 
Egypt”?  And you thought there weren’t any more interesting questions about Christmas! 
 
Monday, December 24th - Christmas Eve - 4:00 PM Family / 7:00 PM Contemporary / 9:00 PM Carols & Candles 
A Sign for All / Luke 2:1-21 
Christmas has a world-wide appeal, but more importantly, it has a world-wide message!  And it’s not about the presents 
we give and receive, it is about the presence of the one who has made all things, becoming a human being.  That’s a 
message worth understanding, and worth celebrating!  Merry Christmas! 

 
Sunday, December 30th  
The Secret to the Best New Year Ever / Ecclesiastes 3:11-15 
Is there a “secret” formula to a good and joyful – fulfilling and prosperous New Year? Does the secret lie in what we 
have, what we do, how much we own, or who we know? The answer to these questions is not a secret, and as a matter 
of fact, the answers are available to us always. One could say that the answers are simple – but perhaps not easy, as 
they involve, for many of us, a paradigm shift in our world perspectives. As we anticipate the ways we want to live in the 
New Year and beyond, it is always a good idea to begin the journey with God’s wisdom as our main source of reference.  

Friendly Reminder  
The Church Offices will be closed from Tuesday, December 25th  to  Wednesday, December 26th for Christmas.  



- WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH COUNCILS - 
Larry Zajicek, Clerk of Session   

 

Adult Discipleship - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  / Elder: Dave Smith  
Deacons: Rhonda Douglas & Stella King 

  

Common Calling Groups - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: Jami Taylor / Deacon: Harold Merkel 
  

Community Outreach - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  Elder: Dennis Samoska  / Deacon: Dave Waskowiak 
  

Congregational Care - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Sandra Samoska Deacons: Nita Hale, 
Marian Darnell,  Lisa Bodeman, Karen Samoska, Tamara Willer & Inna Pratt 

  

Finance - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph &  Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Bobby Hale 
  

Higher Courts - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph Elder: Jim Willimann 
  

Kids’ Ministry - Staff Liaison: Katie Miler / Elder: Bitsa Romer  
Deacon: LeeAnn Ridgley 

 

Men’s Ministry - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Brent Blake / Deacons: Brock Linares & Nin 
Hulett  

  

Global Missions - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Katie Miler / Deacon: Ray Ramer 
  

Personnel - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph &  Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Charlie Cox  
  

Property - Staff Liaison: Phil Robertson / Elder: Mike Sabotta / Deacon: Mark Hamilton 
  

Renewal Ministries - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Pat Ryan  Elder: Donna Daughdrill / Deacon: Nonnie Smith 
  

Women’s Ministry - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  
 

Worship & Arts - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: David Bell / Deacon:  Ray Moore 
  

Youth Ministry - Staff Liaison: Ryan Reitzammer / Elder: Brandi Emerson  
Deacons: Emmy Bates, Randall Etnyre & Michele Peterson 

   

-TRUSTEES- 
Rick Schissler, Pam Hughes, John Rudinger & Scott Johnson 

-  WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF - 
Rev. Kevin Rudolph, Senior Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins, Executive Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Patricia Ryan, Assistant Pastor 
 

Rachel Bragg, Office Manager & Publications Lead 
 

Cindy King, Ministry Assistant to Rev. Hawkins 
 

Dan Rudolph,  Ministry Assistant to Rev. Rudolph 
 

Meredith Ridenour, Director of Community Development  
 

Ryan Reitzammer, Youth Ministry Director  
 

Katie Miler, Interim Kid’s Ministry Director 
 

Phil Robertson, Property Manager 
 

Kerbi Blake, Receptionist 
 

Mickey Martin, Finance 
 

Joseph Akers, Music & Worship Director 
 

Bonnie Hernandez, Handbell Choir Director  
 

John Hemmenway, Organist 
 

Alison Schmidt, Pianist 
 

Michelle Asous, Adventure Preschool Director 
 

Janice Melcher, Adventure Preschool Assoc. Director 
 

Kim Watson, Provost of Kardia Christian Academy 
 

JoEllis McCall, Principal of  Kardia Christian Academy 

WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
10555 Spring Cypress Rd. 

Houston, TX 77070 
281-378-4040 / windwoodpc.org 


