
WISE MEN STILL SEEK HIM 
Senior Pastor - Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 
Happy New Year!  New Years may not seem like a 
Christian holiday, but “newness” is one of the 
great characteristics of God!  God is the one who 
makes “new things” like the new year, but also 
makes old things new!  See page 1 

MARRIAGE 365  
N’Rich Marriage Ministry  
Wow! A new year is here! This tends to be a time of 
resolutions and new beginnings. Often these 

decisions impact us as individuals — we buy gym memberships, 
join Weight Watchers or commit to spend more time in The 
Word. Those are great resolutions, but what if this year we 
spent time making resolutions for the good of our marriage 
relationship? See page 6 

IN PURSUIT  
Executive Pastor - Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins  
I think pastor and author Chip Ingram is onto 
something when he writes: “What you think about 
God shapes your whole relationship with Him.  In 
addition, what you believe God thinks about you 

determines how close you will grow toward Him.”  
Continued on page 2 
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CHRISTMAS IN AMERICA 
Senior Pastor - Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 
First, Happy New Year!  I have officially checked, 
and God is NOT dead, so we have no reason to 

despair!  That being said, I believe the New Year will be a 
challenging one for the world, and particularly for those of us in 
the United States. Find out why on page 4 

A120 FELLOWSHIP 
Prayer Group Leader– Carol Woods  
It is 2019.  Can you believe it?  A new year, a new 
calendar, a fresh start.  Every year January brings 
renewed optimism for change, for a better life, for a better 
you.  And that is a wonderful thing.   This fresh start gives us a 
chance to reinvent our lives and ourselves.  Continued on page 5 

A FUTURE & A HOPE 
A Future & A Hope - Rev. Dr. Patricia Ryan 
It’s a New Year – and a perfect time to consider just 
how we want to spend the time we have been 
given. And make no mistake, friends, time is a 
precious gift. As it turns out, in this lifetime, time is 
the only commodity that we can never recover – once it’s gone, 
there is no retrieving it. It is gone forever. Continued on page 3 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Happy New Year! Be sure to check out the full list of 
exciting events we have planned to kick off your 
New Year! See 9 - 11 

YOUTH MINISTRY DATES  
Youth Ministry Director - Ryan Reitzammer  
See page 12 

CARE NET SERVING OPPORTUNITY  
The Community Outreach Council works with 
organizations and ministries in our community to 
build and advance the Kingdom of God.  In addition 

to entering into financial commitments we strive to promote 
volunteer opportunities for their ongoing activities as well as for 
their special events. This month the spotlight is on one of the 
specialized Ministry Partners that cover our area, CareNet 
Pregnancy Center. Learn more on page 8 

WEDNESDAYS @ WINDWOOD 
Classes begin January 23rd 
Dinner ($5) @ 6:00 pm / Classes @ 6:30 pm 
View the full class line up on page 7 

SERMON SERIES - 2019 
Being the Light - 2019 Sermon Series 
Jesus said to his followers, “You are the light of 
the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”  
- Matthew 5:14 Red more on page 8 



BEING THE LIGHT  

H 
appy New Year!  New Years may not seem like a Christian holiday, but “newness” is one of 
the great characteristics of God!  God is the one who makes “new things” like the new year, 
but also makes old things new!  In fact, we are promised that the Kingdom that is to Come 
will be a new heaven and a new earth where all things will be new!  So, celebrating the New 

Year should be something very familiar to us!  So, how should we be celebrating the New Year of 2019? 
 

Jesus said to his followers, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.” 
Matthew 5:14  Now, most of us (although we might not say it out loud) would like to correct him – 
“No, Lord, YOU are the light of the world!”  But that isn’t what Jesus said.  He is The Light for all 
mankind, but as His followers, He has appointed us to that task.  How do we go about “being the 
light”?  As we start a new year, it is time for us to learn just how to be that light, for, as Jesus said, “A city on a hill cannot be 
hidden”! 
 

Being the “light of the world” means that God has called us to be spiritual leaders, everywhere He has placed us.  Now, 
before you start disagreeing “But Kevin, I’m not a leader!” you should consider the following definition of spiritual leadership. 
Spiritual leadership is influence plus responsibility.  When you are taking responsibility for the influence you have – where God 
has placed you – you are being a leader; you are being the light; the presence of God’s Kingdom in this world!  This is your 
witness.  It entails both being and doing, both attitude and action, both how we live and what we say! 
 

So how do we become the kind of leaders God is calling us to be?  First, we must ask the questions, “What motivates people?’ 
and “What is the proper motivation for seeing people changed – not just their behavior, but also their heart?”  Fear, facts, and 
force might be good short-term motivators, but they do not change people’s hearts.  That comes from a change in their mind, 
will, and passions – the whole heart God intends for us to have. 
 

So, this year we will be looking at where that all starts – within people and with the leader!  It first entails prayer, then 
embracing the positions God has put us in, then loving people, then setting priorities, and finally, living passionately!  These 
will be the lessons we’ll be focusing on in the new year!  Does it really make a difference?  Consider this true story. 
 

In the later part of the 1800’s, in a mental institution outside Boston, a young girl known as "Little Annie" was locked in a 
dungeon.  The dungeon was the only place, said the doctors, for those who were hopelessly insane.  In Little Annie's case, 
they saw no hope for her, so she was consigned to a living death in that small cage which received little light and even less 
hope.  About that time, an elderly nurse was nearing retirement.  She felt there was hope for all of God's children, so she 
started taking her lunch into the dungeon and eating outside Little Annie's cage.  She felt perhaps she should communicate 
some love and hope to the little girl. In many ways, Little Annie was like an animal. On occasions, she would violently attack 
the person who came into her cage. At other times, she would completely ignore them. When the elderly nurse started 
visiting her, Little Annie gave no indication that she was even aware of her presence. 
 

One day, the elderly nurse brought some brownies to the dungeon and left them outside the cage.  Little Annie gave no hint 
she knew they were there, but when the nurse returned the next day, the brownies were gone. From that time on, the nurse 
would bring brownies when she made her Thursday visit.  Soon after, the doctors in the institution noticed a change was 
taking place. After a period of time they decided to move Little Annie upstairs.  Finally, the day came when the hopeless case 
was told she could return home.  But Little Annie did not wish to leave. She chose to stay, to help others. It was she who 
cared for, taught, and nurtured Helen Keller, for Little Annie's name was Anne Sullivan. That elderly nurse brought light to the 
life of Anne Sullivan, and Anne Sullivan brought the light to the blind and deaf Helen Keller! 
 

Let’s be the light!  God has called us to it! 
Happy New Year! 
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I 
 think pastor and author Chip Ingram is onto something when he writes: 
“What you think about God shapes your whole relationship with Him.  In addition, what 
you believe God thinks about you determines how close you will grow toward Him.” 
 

A follow up question to ponder: How does “what you think about God” and “what you believe God 
thinks about you” match what the scriptures say?  For this is really where the problem lies for many 
Christians.  We are too busy “doing for Him” or trying to “be good enough”, that we don’t take time 
to be reminded as to who God is or what He truly thinks about those He has redeemed. 
 

So, we stumble and mutter through life, hoping things are OK between Him and us.  But it does not have to be that way; 
nor does God desire it to be that way.  For the best time to draw closer to The One who loves us most is always in the pre-
sent.  It does not have to start at the beginning of a New Year, but now is as good as a time as ever.  
 
See, the Bible tells us that God really is for you.  He really does desire a vibrant and real walk with you more than you do.  
He really is not standing up there, arms crossed, just waiting for you to mess up…again.  He really is crazy about you—
really. 
 
So, we should heed the words of the prophet Jeremiah, speaking for God; 

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
 

Note that it doesn’t say you have to spend three hours a day or every morning, noon and night, in prayer, repentance and 
Bible study.  It’s a matter of the heart.  And when we’re honest, we realize we do make time for the things on which we 
place our heart’s affections.   
 
So, if God is for us and not against us and if God is ready to embrace us with open arms, then our relationship with Him 
really does have a lot to do with us.  For the depth of our relationship with God is directly related to the breadth of our  
pursuit of Him. 
 
Will you join me in the pursuit? Let’s jettison the things that get in the way, replacing them with the things that draw us 
closer. If we commit to an all-out pursuit, He promises to be found.  And when that happens, everything changes: our per-
spective, our peace, our relationships and, yes, our very lives. 
 

Pursuing Christ Jesus with all our hearts, 
 
 
 
 

Ron Hawkins 
Executive Pastor 
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IN PURSUIT...  

1 Chip Ingram, God, As He Longs for You to See Him, Baker Books, Grand Rapids, MI 2004, p.20 
2 Jeremiah 29:13  



I 
t’s a New Year – and a perfect time to consider just how we want to spend the time we have been given. 
And make no mistake, friends, time is a precious gift. As it turns out, in this lifetime, time is the only 
commodity that we can never recover – once it’s gone, there is no retrieving it. It is gone forever. When 
we hold that perspective on the value of time, the desire to make the most of it becomes a priority for 

many of us.   
 

So, how is it possible to “make the most” of time? I think is has a lot to do with not wasting it; attempting to 
fill our days with significant accomplishments and forward progress towards stated goals. But does that mean 
we must fill in every moment of the day with productive activity? Does it mean that if we are not busy all of 
our waking hours, we are not valuing the irreplaceable, non-recoverable, once-in-a-lifetime gift of time? The 

answer to that is: Not necessarily!  
 

While I agree with the notion that time is too precious to be wasted, the proper question to be addressed is, how do we define what 
“wasting time” really means? Is it a waste of time to rest when we are tired? Do we truly function at our optimum levels of productivity 
when we neglect to properly perform ‘self-care?’ One of the classes I took in seminary was titled “Avoiding Clergy Burnout.” The main 
focus of this class was self-care, presuming that without caring for self, there is a strong possibility that one would have nothing left to 
give to others; would not be in a place that it would be possible to render care, when needed, to someone else.  
 

It is much like the safety announcement on an airplane that says, “If the cabin pressure changes. . .put on your own mask first, before 
assisting others.” Clearly, there is a necessity to have strength, courage self-confidence and energy to be able to properly care for, aid, 
and assist another during their time of need.  
 

And what is the source of all our strength? As Matt Maher, the composer of the song, “Lord, I Need You” says, the ‘need love’ that we 
all experience in our very souls is that love for God that comes out of the recognition that, in our most challenging, dark and desperate 
times of this life, it is essential that we come, at last, to that place of complete surrender to Him!  
 

Now, is it just me – or do we all see the logic of this simple concept? – In our deepest times of need, it is God, and God alone, Who is 
our only source of comfort, strength, courage and hope for the immediate, urgent needs of this life, as well as for the long-term needs 
we all face on our journeys through this life - and our eternal life, when we leave this time and place.  
 

God holds us all in His loving grasp, showing us the way to make the most of our precious gift of time. It begins with a yielding to His 
direction. Our challenge in valuing the time we have been given is to notice His grasp and to recall the message of the Gospel of what 
God has done for us and our total reliance on His love to save us.  
 

C.S. Lewis in his book, “The Four Loves,” said there is a type of love that we never mature out of – and it’s called the ‘need love’ that is 
basically the love we have for God that comes out of our point of need. Recognizing this need, and that it is not something we will ever 
grow out of, is a bit uncomfortable for many of us in the 21st century American culture. We tend to place great importance on our self 
reliance and self sufficiency. Yet the freedom, hope and reassurance we gain in submitting to God’s control, more than makes up for 
our fear of what we only imagine we may lose if we release this notion that we need to rely on our own understanding – our own 
sufficiency.  
 

God doesn’t need our surrender. We need to surrender as we acknowledge Him and receive His love – as we trust in Him alone! There 
is no greater way to prepare to receive the gift of a new year.  
 

It is our prayer for you, that as you receive this gift and consider how to “make the most of it,” you will also accept the total need you 
have on the One Who has given you this gift – and seek to give to Him the gift of your complete surrender. . . And, by God’s will for 
you, have a blessed, joyful and peaceful. . . 
 

Happy New Year! 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him,  

and He will make straight your path. - Proverbs 3:5-6 
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A Future & A Hope  

Rev. Dr. Pat Ryan 
On behalf of the A Future and a Hope Ministries Team 



“logic”, but we are starting from very 
different assumptions—those “ifs” we 
chose.  So, while each “side” is being 
logical, we are saying things that 
sound more an more outrageous to 
one another—and they are! 
 
Now, some of you might be thinking, “Well, Kevin, that’s the 
problem in a society that says there is no such thing as the 
truth—truth is all relative—truth is whatever you want it to 
be.”  That is, of course, the “post-modernist” argument.  
However, that too is based on an assumption—the assumption 
that there is no absolute reality out there which we all 
participate in—in other words, “there is no absolute truth, and 
that’s the absolute truth’ - an argument that is clearly illogical—
that is, self– contradictory. 
 
What we must learn to do is to recognize those times where 
someone has, in fact, been “illogical” and where, instead, their 
argument has proceeded from a different set of assumptions 
then ours.  It is really the assumptions that need to be 
examined.  If a person believes there is no God, then he or she 
will ALWAYS come to conclusions that are going to be radically 
different from those of us who believe there is a God.  And that 
is where, pointing out, not just the difference in assumptions, 
but the different in conclusions becomes so important.  A 
person may choose to start with the assumption that there is 
no God, but arguing that point would be—pointless!  It’s an 
assumption.  However, pointing out that logically speaking, the 
belief that there is no God ends with death winning and life 
having no purpose, that has the hope of getting through to 
them, because it is a logical extension of what they have said 
they already believe. 
 
Validity and truth are related, but they are not the same thing.  
There are millions of “valid” arguments out there, but there are 
not millions of realities (although some scientists think there 
might be—its called the multiverse).  If there really is a reality 
out there which we all participate in, then there is such a thing 
as absolute truth, and it is not up for a vote.  Believing the bullet 
coming out of the gun will not harm you, will not make it so.  
We need to help people back to the “logic” of seeking the truth 
and recognize that logic and validity are merely tools we have in 
that pursuit.  If we do, we might just discover that we can, in 
fact, discuss things again in our society.  An example?  The 
argument I just made is valid—the question is, is it true?  Happy 
New Year! 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

Christmas In America  
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F 
irst, Happy New Year!  I have officially checked, and 
God is NOT dead, so we have no reason to despair!  
That being said, I believe the New Year will be a 
challenging one for the world, and particularly for 

those of us in the United States. 
 
It is becoming clear that America is becoming a more deeply 
divided nation—not merely the two party system in 
Washington, but divided along many different lines—
economically, sociologically, and spiritually.  America’s dream of 
being a “melting pot” of the world’s population has turned into 
a “stew pot” of competing ideologies.  How long can a nation, 
so divided, stand?  That was the question Abraham Lincoln had 
to ask, and the answer was sadly, the Civil War. 
 
Am I saying we are headed for another Civil War?  No, not 
anything that looked like the previous one, but certainly, our 
society has gotten less “civil” in its discourse, and down right 
violent in its confrontations.  But, the civil war was, in one 
sense, more clearly divided.  The issues that divide us now are 
so numerous and varied that it is hard to identify an issue that 
could serve as a “rallying” point.  So, we continue to stew. 
 
The greatest difficulty is that now, the different “sides” are all 
saying things that sound so outrageous to the other “side” that 
intelligent discussion seems impossible.  Each “side” merely 
accuses the others of being “so illogical that it is hopeless to try 
to reason with them”.  But is that really the case? 
 
The problem is that most people were never taught how to 
think, much less how to make an argument.  Logic, particularly 
deductive logic, is a process by which you discover the logical 
consequences of what you say you already believe.  An 
example?  The most basic form of deductive logic is “if, then”.  
If you have 30 eggs and someone takes 15 away, then you have 
15 left.  I know that sounds like math, but math is a form of 
logic.  And the key here is “if” you have 30 eggs.  Math (and 
logic) cannot tell you that you have 30 eggs, just that if you do, 
and if someone takes 15 away, then you would have 15 left.  This 
is what is known as a valid argument.  It is valid because the 
logic is consistent.  However, it may or may not be true.  What if 
you have 30 bowling balls instead of 30 eggs and someone 
takes 15 away?  The logic would be the same, and the argument 
equally valid, but there is a good deal of difference between an 
egg and a bowling ball!  Don’t leave 30 eggs out of the 
refrigerator for a week, and don’t try storing 30 bowling balls in 
the refrigerator! 
 
That may sound silly, but this is precisely what is happening to 
the “discourse” in our society.  We are all using the same 
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120 Fellowship  
A Brand New Year  

I 
t is 2019.  Can you believe it?  A new year, a new calendar, a 

fresh start.  Every year January brings renewed optimism for 

change, for a better life, for a better you.  And that is a 
wonderful thing.   This fresh start gives us a chance to 

reinvent our lives and ourselves.  The big box stores put all their 

plastic bin containers on sale as we all tend to want to reorganize, 

throw out and clean out.  Me included.  
 

In what other parts of our lives are we looking to refresh and 

maybe make some changes?  Let's take a look at few possibilities 

for you as well as for me. 
 

CHURCH 

 I've always loved the song "This little light of mine".  The song 

suggests we should not hide our talents under a basket.  God gave 
us our talents and we need to use them or we will lose them.  

What is your talent?  Maybe it is teaching Sunday school class, 

maybe it is singing in the choir (that is a true gift), leading a Bible 

study, driving members to doctor appointments or taking meals to 
the ill. There are so many ways to serve in the church.   Find what 

way you can contribute to the church. 

 

PRAYER LIFE  
How about your prayer life?  Does it need refreshing?   Do you 

want to get more out of your prayer life and make it more fulfilling 

and meaningful to you?  There are some good books regarding 

prayer.  One I particularly like is by Richard Foster.   How about 

arranging a time to meet with a prayer partner?  You can share the 
journey, learn from each other and increase your time in prayer.    

   

OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE  

Do you feel a difference in your spiritual life from your church life?   
My spiritual life needs work constantly, not yearly, but daily.  Most 

of this work takes form in prayer, meditation and scripture 

studying as well as in books by Thomas Merton, Thomas Moore, 

and many, many others.    Everyone goes about changing their 
spiritual life in a different way.  For some it's changing our 

environment to the degree we are able, sometimes even changing 

some of our relationships.  There is no right way or wrong way.  

Listen to your heart and pray and the rest will follow.  One of the 
main focuses of increasing our spirituality is for us to let go.  To 

lose oneself.  How do we do that?  What would you like to get rid 

of and let go of? 

Maybe we have prejudices we don't realize we have.  Think of any 
you may have and pray to be rid of them.  Do you, like all of us at 

times, tend to make judgments?  I know I do.  I think of the things I 

read on social media and I am quick to judge some of the writers.  

How can they be so dumb?  How can they say that?  Maybe you 
know the feeling.  Do we have expectations of our family and 

friends that are unrealistic?  Do we 

need to examine them?  

Another thing the spiritualists want us 
to do is to let go of our attachment to 

material things.  This for some can be 

difficult.  Many of us as newlyweds 

wanted our homes to be lovely and 
beautiful and full of nice things.  Then, 

we are told to let go of our attachment to them.  We need to 

understand what this means.  We don't need to throw out our 

pretties.  We just need to realize they are not the important 
things in our homes.  The important things are the family, the 

friends and the love that the home represents.  I think when 

material things begin to be our reason for being, then it's time 

to let them go.    
 

HEALTH  

We all probably wish we had better health.  Experts are quick to 

tell us how to do it.  I for one, have a terrible time making 
myself eat properly, exercise and do all the things necessary to 

have better health.  This is one thing that is possible to change 

in the New Year, so let's all do it. 

 
RELATIONSHIPS  

This is another area that is difficult to handle.  Maybe in the New 

Year we would like to improve our relationships with certain 

people.  Even to the point of slowing down the relationship or 

deleting it completely.  I don't have any that I would like to 
delete, but there are a few I would not continue at a heavy pace 

because they tend to be very negative and that is not good for 

my psyche.   I don't like confrontation and there comes a point 

when staying silent is almost too much. 
 

 OUR PERSONAL LIVES  

Every year I am convinced this is the year I am going to do 

better in all areas of my life.  My exercise program.  My healthy 
eating program.  My limiting how much time I spend on social 

media and so on and so on.  Every January, as I said at the 

beginning, brings a new season of hope. 

 
My hope for all of us this year is that we have the “peace that 

passes all understanding.”  That we will take some of the 

busyness out of our lives, focus on the really important things—

people and meaningful service—yet allow time for ourselves, to 
rest, to meditate on the Lord and His word and undergird our 

decisions with prayer.  Time is valuable, so may we resolve to 

spend it wisely and, as often as possible, with an attitude of joy 

and thankfulness. 
Carol Woods  

For the Prayer Group/Chain 
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N’Rich Marriage Ministry 

Happy New Year! 

W 
ow! A new year is here! This tends to be a time of resolutions and new 
beginnings. Often these decisions impact us as individuals — we buy gym 
memberships, join Weight Watchers or commit to spend more time in The 
Word. Those are great resolutions, but what if this year we spent time 

making resolutions for the good of our marriage relationship? This new year could be a 
great time to evaluate our relationship as husband and wife. 

 

In the midst of life’s busyness, we often forget that there is an actual purpose for which God united us with our 
spouse. It's essential we recognize that marriage must be about something bigger and more meaningful than 
just pursuing happiness, collecting stuff, buying a bigger house or winning petty arguments. 
 

In 2018 the N’Rich team read the book, “You & Me Forever” by Francis & Lisa Chan. We highly recommend it! 
Setting aside typical topics on marriage, Francis and Lisa dive into Scripture to help the reader understand what 
it means to have a relationship that satisfies the deepest parts of our soul. One point that continues to resonant 
with me: 
 

When you were united as one with your spouse, God already knew the potential of that union. He knew the 
powerful potential being formed when you committed to each other. The power in your union flows from you 
as a couple as a result of what God does in marriage when He takes two individuals and makes them one. He 
unites couples to do together what they could never do alone. Basically, God has a plan for your marriage that 
is much larger than you could have imagined. 
 

With the onset of 2019, how are you and your spouse united? What is the Lord calling you to do? This is a 
wonderful time to ask this question. Be open to what God may be calling you to do together. Consider the 
following: 

• Lead a Bible study in your home 

• Serve in a leadership role at the church 

• Help out with mission work 

• Give financially to a ministry 

• Serve in the youth area 

• Join the prayer ministry 

• Mentor another married couple 
 

Facilitate a class – Wednesday at Windwood, “You & Me Forever” is a DVD series! 
As you seek the Lord regarding His plan for your marriage, I believe you will be amazed by the deep intimacy and 
satisfaction that it brings to your marriage. The N’Rich Marriage Ministry team encourages you to find a cause in 
2019 that you and your spouse are both passionate about. Let’s find something that benefits those beyond our 
marriage relationship and then trust the Lord to use us through our marriages to glorify Him in 2019. 
 

Best wishes for a fabulous 2019! 

Renee Writt 



Wednesdays @ Windwood - Classes begin January 23rd 
Dinner ($5) @ 6:00 pm / Classes @ 6:30 pm 

 

FOR ADULTS  
DivorceCare / Led by Stella Samoska 
You don’t have to go through it alone. Most people will tell you that separation and divorce are the most painful and 
stressful experiences they’ve ever faced. It’s a confusing time when you feel isolated and have lots of questions about 
issues you’ve never faced before. 
 

Simon Peter: The Soft Rock / Led by Kevin Rudolph 
Peter did not write a gospel (although many scholars think Mark got a lot of his information from Peter).  Yet Simon, 
whom Jesus renames Peter, plays a major role in the Gospels.  But perhaps the greatest insight into Peter comes from his 
two letters, written toward the end of his life and ministry.  They reveal lessons of discipleship hard earned and hard won, 
and more than worthy of our study.  Join us as we discover the wonderful lessons of faith and discipleship from the life of 
the most zealous of the disciples! 
 

Sticky Faith / Led By: Kim Watson and Katie Miler 
Nearly every Christian parent in America would give anything to find a viable resource for developing within their kids a 
deep, dynamic faith that "sticks" long term.   Based on Fuller Youth Institute findings, this easy-to-read guide presents 
both a compelling rationale and a powerful strategy to show parents how to actively encourage their children’s spiritual 
growth so that it will stick to them into adulthood and empower them to develop a living, lasting faith. 
 

The Creed of the Christian Faith and Our Family Tree / Led By: Jeff Cregg and Meredith Ridenour 
Join us for a 2 part series on Christianity and other World Religions.  In the first 6 weeks we will explore the beliefs of 
Christianity through an examination of the Apostle’s Creed.  We will discuss what Christians believe and why.  Then, in the 
following weeks, we will examine what other World Religions believe and how we, as Christians, can witness to them in 
love and truth.  

 

FOR KIDS 
Becoming One of Jesus' Super Followers - Begins January 16th @ 6:30pm, dinner is provided at 6:00pm.  
This superhero themed curriculum will take a look at several people in the Bible who followed Jesus and set an example 
for us to become a "super follower" of Jesus too.  
 

DivorceCare for Kids - Begns January 23rd with adult class schedule. 
Help your children heal from the pain of divorce. Are your children angry, hurt, and confused about your separation or 
divorce? A DivorceCare for Kids (DC4K) group is a safe, fun place where your children can learn skills that will help them 
heal. DC4K groups blend games, music, stories, videos and discussion to help kids process the divorce and move forward. 
Groups meet weekly and are designed for children ages 5-12. 
 

FOR YOUTH 
LIVE!  
LIVE High School and Junior High helps students grow and draw closer to Jesus through four of the most formative years 
of their lives. Friends, parents, teachers, coaches, and culture all influence your students’ decisions, including what to focus 
on and where to invest their time. Because the pressures on young people today are more intense than ever, a Jesus-
centered perspective is essential. 
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CARE NET PREGNANCY CENTER 
The Community Outreach Council works with organizations and ministries in our community to build and advance the 
Kingdom of God.  In addition to entering into financial commitments we strive to promote volunteer opportunities for their 
ongoing activities as well as for their special events. This month the spotlight is on one of the specialized Ministry Partners 
that cover our area, CareNet Pregnancy Center. 
 

CareNet believes that every human life begins at conception and is worthy of protection. Since 2008, CareNet's life-
affirming network of pregnancy centers has made a huge impact on the lives of unborn children and their families! Over 
388,000 "life decisions" have been driven by CareNet's mission to provide compassion, hope, and help to women and men 
facing pregnancy decisions. Through their real-time Pregnancy Decision Coaching call center, women and men are 
presented with realistic alternatives to abortion so that they choose life for their unborn children and abundant life for 
their families. 
 

In our community, services are provided at 2 offices: Champions and in the Barker-Cypress area. (Windwood has volunteer 
workers at both offices.) In addition to pregnancy testing services, CareNet offers programs including classes in 3 main 
areas: Pregnancy & Baby Care, Life Skills and Spiritual Relationships. Moms and Dads who attend class earn “Baby Bucks” 
that they can redeem in CareNet’s Baby Boutique which has items like cribs, clothes, diapers and other infant necessities. 
The Life Enrichment Classes encourage Moms and Dads who Choose Life to be better parents, adopt a healthier lifestyle, 
gain valuable life skills and grow closer to Christ. 
 

CareNet also provides ongoing support beyond the classroom. Every client who comes to CareNet has unique needs and 
concerns. CareNet has an extensive referral network to provide support in whatever area is needed. Fathers play a vital 
role in every aspect of their children’s lives. CareNet is dedicated to inspiring men to become involved, committed and 
responsible fathers. 
 

CareNet needs Care Staff Volunteers, women who can commit to at least 2 hours weekly to meet one-on-one with young 
women experiencing an unplanned pregnancy to provide information and support.  - Be a Medical Volunteer:  Nurses to 
perform pregnancy tests and provide Proof of Pregnancy documentation and Ultrasound Technicians to show life through 
ultrasound images.  - Volunteers are also needed for prayer team partners, clerical assistance and sorting of donations, just 
to name a few.  Or plan to join CareNet for one of the monthly Saturday Work Days to perform a variety of tasks to help 
keep CareNet running smoothly. -  Volunteer at home in praying for the women, men, and families who will walk through 
the doors, that their hearts would be softened to the truth of God's love for them and for their babies. 
 

Anyone interested or desiring more information about CareNet Pregnancy Center may contact  
Sheryl Cooke sheryl.cooke@yahoo.com  Nancy Wells nancywells1@hotmail.com  or  www.carenetnw.com/ 

Being the Light - 2019 Sermon Series 
Jesus said to his followers, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden.” Matthew 5:14  Now, most of us (although we might not say it out loud) would 

like to correct him – “No, Lord, YOU are the light of the world!”  But that isn’t what Jesus 
said.  He is The Light for all mankind, but as His followers, He has appointed use to that 
task. How do we go about “being the light”?  As we start a new year, it is time for us to 

learn just how to be that light, for, as Jesus said, “A city on a hill cannot be hidden”! 

mailto:sheryl.cooke@yahoo.com
mailto:nancywells1@hotmail.com
http://www.carenetnw.com/Get-Involved/Individuals
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SAVE THE DATES:  
PARENTS' MEETING  
January 13TH - 12:30 PM  
Topics Include: Mo Ranch, Culture Shock, Youth Sunday & Confirmation 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2019  
Beginning February 10TH - Sundays at 9:30 AM  
Confirmation offers students in 8TH GRADE & ABOVE the ability to take a course specifically to explore &  
bolster their faith.  Your student will have the opportunity to learn more about her/his faith & ask questions in  
a welcoming environment. Confirmation is also the way that your student can formally join our church family.  
This time together (6 weeks) provides us the chance to major on the majors. Class participants can be confirmed 
upon completion of their own Statement of Faith (what they believe based on what they understand at this 
season of life). Please be praying & feel free to ask us any questions you have pertaining to this important aspect 
of your student’s faith journey. Please sign up online (youth ministry portion of our church website) so we can 
plan on you! 
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MINISTRY NEWS  

Our Windwood Kids sharing God's word through the  
musical presentation "Straight Outta Bethlehem" 



- WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH COUNCILS - 
Larry Zajicek, Clerk of Session   

 

Adult Discipleship - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  / Elder: Dave Smith  
Deacons: Rhonda Douglas & Stella King 

  

Common Calling Groups - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: Jami Taylor / Deacon: Harold Merkel 
  

Community Outreach - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  Elder: Dennis Samoska  / Deacon: Dave Waskowiak 
  

Congregational Care - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Sandra Samoska Deacons: Nita Hale, 
Marian Darnell,  Lisa Bodeman, Karen Samoska, Tamara Willer & Inna Pratt 

  

Finance - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph &  Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Bobby Hale 
  

Higher Courts - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph Elder: Jim Willimann 
  

Kids’ Ministry - Staff Liaison: Katie Miler / Elder: Bitsa Romer  
Deacon: LeeAnn Ridgley 

 

Men’s Ministry - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Brent Blake / Deacons: Brock Linares & Nin 
Hulett  

  

Global Missions - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Katie Miler / Deacon: Ray Ramer 
  

Personnel - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph &  Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Charlie Cox  
  

Property - Staff Liaison: Phil Robertson / Elder: Mike Sabotta / Deacon: Mark Hamilton 
  

Renewal Ministries - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Pat Ryan  Elder: Donna Daughdrill / Deacon: Nonnie Smith 
  

Women’s Ministry - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  
 

Worship & Arts - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: David Bell / Deacon:  Ray Moore 
  

Youth Ministry - Staff Liaison: Ryan Reitzammer / Elder: Brandi Emerson  
Deacons: Emmy Bates, Randall Etnyre & Michele Peterson 

   

-TRUSTEES- 
Rick Schissler, Pam Hughes, John Rudinger & Scott Johnson 

-  WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF - 
Rev. Kevin Rudolph, Senior Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins, Executive Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Patricia Ryan, Assistant Pastor 
 

Rachel Bragg, Office Manager & Publications Lead 
 

Cindy King, Ministry Assistant to Rev. Hawkins 
 

Dan Rudolph,  Ministry Assistant to Rev. Rudolph 
 

Meredith Ridenour, Director of Community Development  
 

Ryan Reitzammer, Youth Ministry Director  
 

Katie Miler, Interim Kid’s Ministry Director 
 

Phil Robertson, Property Manager 
 

Kerbi Blake, Receptionist 
 

Mickey Martin, Finance 
 

Joseph Akers, Music & Worship Director 
 

Bonnie Hernandez, Handbell Choir Director  
 

John Hemmenway, Organist 
 

Alison Schmidt, Pianist 
 

Michelle Asous, Adventure Preschool Director 
 

Janice Melcher, Adventure Preschool Assoc. Director 
 

Kim Watson, Provost of Kardia Christian Academy 
 

JoEllis McCall, Principal of  Kardia Christian Academy 

WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
10555 Spring Cypress Rd. 

Houston, TX 77070 
281-378-4040 / windwoodpc.org 


