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T R E N D S  

A 
mericans love to look at trends.  Why?  Perhaps it is because we think they help us to 
predict the future.  If we understand what is trending “up” we can get on board with it 
and “rise” along with it.  If it is trending “down” we can avoid it or at least – we think – 
know what we’re facing.  So, what’s the trend in church attendance? 

 

In America, church attendance has been trending “down” for quite a while now.  Is this a concern 
for us, and if so, why is this happening and what could/should we do about it? 
 

First, let’s look at some of the reasons that are being offered for why attendance is trending 
“down”.  Here is what one study showed for ten reasons people are attending less often. 
 

1. Greater Affluence. Money gives people more options 
2. Higher Focus on Kids’ Activities.  A growing number of kids play sports.  Many of those sports happen on weekends.  
And affluent parents are choosing sports over church. 
3. More Travel.  More families are traveling on weekends.  And when people are out of town, they tend to not go to 
church. 
4. Blended and Single Parent Families.  Blended families aren’t always together (shared custody) and single parents more 
often choose not to fight one more battle of getting the kids anywhere. 
5. Online Options.  More and more churches are providing real time online access – and you can attend in your pajamas. 
6. The Cultural Disappearance of Guilt.  People just don’t feel as guilty about their choices. 
7. Self-directed Spirituality.  People are looking less to churches and leaders to help them grow spiritually, and more to 
other options. 
8. Failure to See a Direct Benefit.  The attitude is not what you bring to church, but what you get out of it.  If people don’t 
think they are going to get anything out of it “this week” – they skip. 
9. Valuing Attendance Over Engagement.  If the church focuses on attendance over engagement, they will see less in 
attendance. 
10. A Massive Culture Shift.  Our culture is shifting – seismically.  And no one seems to be in charge of the shift. 
 

All these are interesting observations, and I think there is some truth in them all (and probably a lot more).  What I find a 
little disturbing about the analysis (and others I have read) is that they all seem to miss a very basic Biblical point – this is 
not a new problem!  In fact, it is so old, and also so important, that the issue made God’s top ten list – the Ten 
Commandments.  “Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy.” 
 

To me, the issue is far more than church attendance (you only see some of the results there) – it is whether or not we 
really understand the purpose and function of Sabbath rest.  And it began (as most things like this do) very subtly.  There 
was a time when Sunday (the Christian Sabbath) was a day when most businesses closed (now it’s not much beyond Chick
-fi-A), and even the Sunday paper had to be delivered on Saturday night.  God told His people to take one day off – the 
whole day – each week to remember who was the one who really provided all our blessings and that working every day 
was not healthy – even God rested! 
 

Observing the Sabbath is more than just a religious thing, it’s a relational thing.  We talk about pushing God out of our 
society, but didn’t it start with pushing Him out of our week?  What was the message?  “Sorry God, I just got more 
important things to do!  After all, life is short!”  Do we realize we are saying this to the God who has promised us 
everlasting life?  Perhaps we need to re-evaluate our choices?  Maybe we could do it this Sunday – if we’re not too busy. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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I 
 was a Junior in High School, living with my mom and step-dad in a small town in the Midwest. 
It was early summer.  I was sleeping in. My step-dad woke me. He had something to tell me. 
This was unusual. I knew something was up. 
 

After I crawled out of bed and had a moment to “come to”, I was told that my father, a 
Lieutenant Colonel in the Army had been killed in Tehran by two Iranian terrorists on a motorcycle 
as he awaited at his normal car pool pick up spot. 
 

Shock and tears flowed. Denial hit as well. Could this really be true?  Surely not. My step-dad found 
out from my maternal grandfather who had heard it on the local radio. Later that day, I heard it on 

WLS am radio out of Chicago. Later still the Red Cross showed up with a telegram confirming his death. That afternoon a 
youth pastor came by to check on me. 
 

Although it did not change the daily routine of my life as an Indiana teenager, it changed my view of the world as well as 
for those who put on the uniform.  This world has people who are intent to enact evil towards this country. Lieutenant 
Colonel Lewis L. Hawkins was targeted because of the uniform and for no other reason.  And he was one of the many who 
willingly chose to serve in our military to his (and their) own peril.   
 

Sometimes, when I think about him, I still get choked up.  A verse that brings solace: 
“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; He rescues those whose spirits are crushed.” ~ Psalm.34:18 

 

Veterans Day is coming soon.  May we express our love and appreciation for those  
who served (or are still serving) and by God’s grace, are still with us. 

 

“Never has so much been owed by so many to so few.” ~ Winston Churchill 
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Thank You For  
Serving  

Executive Pastor 

“All the believers were together and had everything in common.”  Acts 2:44 
 

Congregational Care Ministry Council is developing a ministry designed specifically for those who find themselves in a 
season of life that prohibits them to gather on Sundays to worship. We are all connected by the Common Thread of our 
faith in Christ Jesus, whether physically present in worship or not.  
 

The goal of this new ministry, Common Thread, is to form connections with members of our congregation who are unable 
to attend worship services for a length of time. We want to share the love and care that Jesus gives us through our 
community with one another. Here are the two important parts to this ministry that we need your help with. 
 

Tell us who would like to be contacted: If you’re in a season of life now that prevents you from attending regularly, or if 
you know of someone here at Windwood who is, please let us know. You can call the church at 281-378-4040 or email 
Sandra Samoska at sandrasamoska@att.net. There are all kinds of ways for people to connect with you – calls, home visits, 
or even cards. 
 

Join our team: As a part of the Common Thread Ministry Team, you will be a “face” of our family of faith to those who may 
feel cut off from the body. You will have the support of the Congregational Care ministry council to answer any questions 
you may have or to help you as you connect with members in need. 
 

There are many ways you can serve, including periodic home visits, phone calls, and even sending personal cards to those 
who would like to stay connected.  We’ll have a quick training time set aside before you start to give you any information 
you need or to answer any questions you have. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+34:18&version=NLT
mailto:sandrasamoska@att.net


R 
espect. What is it – really? We hear a lot about it. Some among us demand it. Aretha 
Franklin sang about it, saying “R-E-S-P-E-C-T, find out what it means to me.” Now, I read all 
the lyrics to Aretha’s song – and, with all respect for her talent and the success she 
achieved when she was alive, I’m not real confident that she had a very strong grasp of 

what respect is – at least, as she sang about it in this song written by Otis Redding.  It did, however,  
make for a good song with great rhythm and added a lot to her popularity.  
  

I found several places in the Bible that speak of respect, such as, “Pay to all what is owed to them: 
taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is 
owed, honor to whom honor is owed,” as stated in the Book of Romans, chapter 13, verse 7. So, is 

respect something that we owe to others? It sounds as though, in instructing the people of the early Church in Rome, Paul 
was telling them how to get along with one another – and the government. Respect for one another is a good foundation 
for getting along. Some have complained that getting along often looks like “selling out” to one’s own values; even a form 
of manipulation and not being true to one’s self-respect.  
  

According to Merriam-Webster’s definition, respect, as it turns out, is both a noun and a verb. In its noun form, it is a 
relationship or reference to a particular thing or situation. It is also, in its noun form, the act of giving attention or 
consideration. And finally, as a noun, it is a high or special regard, esteem or deference. As a transitory verb, respect means 
to consider someone or something worthy of high regard and esteem; to show reference or concern to a person or thing.  
  

In our work with people who are experiencing relationship struggles, respect is one of those qualities that carries a lot of 
significance and importance if there is to be harmony, peace, and healthy communication. According to Emerson 
Eggerichs work in his book, Love and Respect; The Love She Most Desires; The Respect He Desperately Needs, he makes 
some important observations. He states that while men clearly want to be loved, their hearts desire – and even heartfelt 
need – is to be respected. And, while woman want to be respected, their deepest need is to be loved. We would concur, as 
we have observed this in our work with clients in relationship and marriage discord.  
 

While this is a perspective that seems to be true, we have also encountered many situations where a woman might say 
that she experiences love as she is respected by her husband or loved one. And a man may say that, for him, respect is 
often experienced in the ways that his wife or loved one demonstrates love for him.  
 

In truth, we are people who have emotional needs and our individual ways of both expressing and receiving love and 
respect from those significant people God has placed in our lives is unique to each one of us. In God’s Word to us, we are 
continually informed of what His expectations of us are as to how we are to relate to one another. The point is that we 
are, indeed, called to cherish, uplift, care for and about, encourage, assist, invest in, reach out to, forgive, support, love 
and respect one another. Jesus modeled this behavior for us when He walked amongst us. He gave us instructions about 
this throughout His Word to us.  
 

One of the clearest ways that this applies to all relationships – is found in Ephesians 4, where Paul speaks to the people of 
Ephesus about unity in the Body of Christ. Practical advice, like not being greedy, not acting out of anger, not speaking 
coarsely, exercising self control and being tender and forgiving with others, is discussed in detail.  I would call all of these 
directives ways to show respect – and yes, love – to others.  
 

As we enter the season of celebrating the blessings of the gifts God has given us with Thanksgiving, Christmas and the 
New Year, through November and beyond, it is our hope that you will take some time to pause and, as you consider how 
to prepare for this busy and joyful time of year, you will also give some thoughtful reflection to the ways that you may be 
blessed as you bless those special people God has given you to share life’s journey – and be grateful for your gifts! 

 

 Happy Fall – and a blessed Thanksgiving!  

Rev. Dr. Patricia Ryan 
On behalf of the A Future and a Hope Ministries Team 
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A Future & A Hope  



The Rules Of Logic 
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W 
e read it and hear it increasingly—our nation is 
deeply divided and becoming more deeply 
divided.  Before we start running around like 
Chicken Little proclaiming that “the sky is falling!” 

perhaps we should ask the question, just how unified were we 
and just how “deeply” divided are we? 
 

The question of how unified were we is a tough one, because it 
depends a good deal on one’s perspective.  However, it is hard 
to argue that there was not a significant amount of unity in our 
country during WWII.  The combined economic and military 
power of America came to the fore during the Second World 
War, and while there were notable objections to our 
involvement, the vast majority stood squarely behind the effort 
to stop the Axis powers.  You could argue that this was the most 
“unified” we have been in our history. 
 

The flip side would then be the most deeply divided—and that 
would have to be the Civil War.  When the divide is so deep that 
the sides take up arms, field armies, declare war, and wage it—
that’s a good boundary for the other extreme. 
 

So where are we in between those two? 
 

If “deep” division is measured by willingness to commit violence 
against those you perceived to be “on the other side”, then, 
indeed, we are becoming deeply divided.  Violence associated 
with social unrest has been part of our history many times, but 
that has been mostly limited to local unrest: some neighborhood 
riots, some demonstrations turned violent, and a few encounters 
with the FBI and/or ATF and some fringe groups.  In the 60’s 
there were clashes with crowds and police at political rallies.  So, 
violence has been present in some degree on and off. 
 

However, taking the law into your own hands has been soundly 
disapproved of by the majority—at least if you go by “media” 
outrage.  But not so much since the last election.  Now, 
members of Congress (and some of those who previously held 
office) are calling for violence against those who disagree with 
their agenda.  And this is not denounced, it is excused and by 
implication, agreed with.  That alone is a deeper level of division 
than has been seen in a long time in American history. 
 

So, I think I would have to agree that America is becoming more 
deeply divided, and what is more disturbing to me is that it 
appears that this is in fact the agenda for the liberal left.  
Socialism is not only openly advocated, it is presented as the 
only true mean of “equality” and therefore, instituting it by force 
is an acceptable means to what is considered a “just” end.  By 
the way, always be wary of those who would argue that the 
ends justifies the means! 

The next question is what do we do 
about it?  In order to answer that, we 
need to understand the source of the 
divide. 
 

The source of the divide is simply that 
we are starting from radically different 
assumptions about life and reality.  The rules of logic dictate, 
that if you don’t start with the same assumptions (the same 
“ifs” for the “if, then” of logic), then you will not—cannot—end 
up at the same destination.  In fact, the more different your 
assumptions, the further you will logically get from one another. 
 

To believe there is no God is to start with an assumption that is 
radically different than if you do.  To believe in a God who 
demands obedience and saves a few, is radically different from 
believing in a God who forgives graciously and seeks to save all.  
We are not starting out with the same assumptions, and 
therefore, we will be divided.  And as time goes on, unless we 
deal with those assumptions, we will become more deeply 
divided. 
 

So, wherever else, we should not be surprised.  We had better 
prepare that civil discussions, which depend on the common 
value of civility, will become more and more difficult.  The time 
to “take sides” has arrived (it actually showed up when you first 
committed to your assumptions).  That has always been true 
about our assumptions (our articles of faith), but one of the 
assumptions of those who believe in Jesus, is supposed to be 
that you cannot force people to do things freely.  That is the 
source of true “tolerance”.  To respect a person’s right to hold a 
different opinion is at the heart of Christian tolerance.  But what 
is also at the heart of Christian assumptions if that whatever our 
opinions may be, when they disagree with God’s opinions—ours 
are wrong! 
 

How do we deal with the deepening divide will be determined 
by how willing we are to be involved in the difficulties of our 
society.  We can want to sit on the sidelines and hope for the 
best, but it is time we realized that “the other side” is not 
playing by our rules.  Indeed, they are not playing at all—they 
are serious enough to call for violence.  This is not “illogical” 
from their point of view, given the assumptions they make 
about life.  Arguing logically will not do us any good if we can’t 
agree on our premises.  The question then is what do we do 
beyond arguing?  Let’s start with voting according to our 
principles! 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 



F 
or the past several weeks, it seems as every time I look at a book or magazine 
the subject is forgiveness.  And in the public square we see so much anger and 
unforgiveness. So, I began to think.  What exactly is forgiveness, why is it 
important, what does the Bible say about it? Am I forgiving people in my life 

that may have hurt me?  When you forgive someone do you forget about the incident?  
Is that possible?  Many, many questions came to my mind. 
 

What does the Bible say about forgiveness?  The first obvious answer is right in the Lord's Prayer: "Forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.”  Jesus also said forgiveness was canceling a debt. In 1 Corinthians 13:4-5 the 
Bible says "Love does not keep account of the injury". I have heard of people who just cannot forgive.  How does 
that affect them?  Does the pain carry over into their personal lives?  Most psychologists recommend forgiving 
those who hurt us, for our own sakes.  I personally think not forgiving someone gives power to that person.  But 
I also think that in many cases we need to forgive ourselves first.   
 

How do we go about forgiving someone? 
We are not condoning the wrong or acting like it never happened.  We are simply letting go.  Letting go of anger 
and resentment can help us to keep calm, improve our health and increase happiness.  Even more importantly, 
forgiving others is key to receiving God's forgiveness for our own sins. We are all imperfect.  When we forgive 
someone, we appreciate being forgiven by someone else.  What we don't have to do is appear to condone the 
offense or pretend it never happened.  We shouldn't let others take advantage of us.  Even if we forgive 
someone for an offense, we can take means to assure the offense won't happen again, such as lending 
something to someone who either doesn't return as agreed or damages the article without offering restitution. 
If someone doesn't acknowledge the cruel or unjust treatment, the Bible still advises to let go of the anger and 
abandon rage.  We trust that God will remember the transgression.  And we also must remember not to be too 
sensitive and take offense at something that was really not an offense. 
 

To sum all of this up, what is the answer to forgiving someone? In many cases the incident was not as important 
as we think at the time.  We all say things sometime that may hurt others feelings without even realizing it. 
Remember that in not forgiving we are only hurting ourselves. Jesus wants us to forgive.  Friendships and family 
connections can be broken without forgiveness.  Family is so important, and life can change at a moment.  There 
is no true mending without forgiveness. 
 

Take this opportunity to tell someone you are sorry if what you said was hurtful to them.  Also, take this 
opportunity to say to someone who you have not forgiven, that you do forgive and want to start over with a 
clean slate.  Paul says in I Corinthians, Chapter 13, vs. 4 to 8, "Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs, and Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails." Let us start anew with the hope of our continued forgiveness along 
with the will to forgive those who have hurt us.   Love never fails. 
 

      In His forgiveness, 
 

Ann Miller 
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N’Rich Marriage Ministry 

I 
’ve attended numerous Women’s Bible Studies. Each and every study brings about 
many thought provoking questions. Hang with me guys!  Well, here we are in the 
middle of studying The Patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob when Beth Moore, 
the author, camps out on the topic of generational impact and how it affected these 

men and their families. Wow, reality TV would have a heyday with their lives! To get us 
thinking closer to home, Meredith Ridenour questioned the group, “What are some of 
the ways – good and bad – that your parents have influenced you?” 
 

As we are learning from the Bible, the generational stuff (I call baggage) can be good or bad! Now take that 
baggage on into your marriage – Whoa! We have emotional, spiritual, and sometimes physical baggage. Of 
course throughout life we have many influences not only by our parents, though most of our bags are labeled 
“childhood” and “previous relationships”. They each have some compartments inside them usually labeled 
“parents”, “siblings”, “friends”, “school experiences”, “sexuality”, etc. These compartments keep things 
separate in the big bag, but are a part of it. Every day we get out of bed, pack up our “stuff” (subconsciously), 
and bring it along with us for the day. 
 
Hear me out – before we go dissing our parents, let’s remember there is only one perfect parent – our Heavenly 
Father. Our parents may have handed us baggage, but it’s probably because someone handed them worse 
baggage. Beth Moore said, “Parents were meant to impact their children’s lives, otherwise their job would be 
finished in the delivery room.” 
 
Growing up, if you’re exposed to a certain behavior from your parents or grandparents like racism, chauvinism, 
pride or greed, then the acorn won’t fall far from the tree, as the saying goes. Most of us end up a lot like our 
parents so it’s easy to bring those behaviors into our marriages. 
 
But there is good news! We can change the bad, sinful behaviors that we have inherited. Start by unpacking 
your bags. Ask God to show you what behaviors to unload and what to keep. 
 
Next, talk to your spouse about the negative behaviors that God has laid on your heart. Be honest and let them 
know what you are working through, so they can be more sensitive to it and understand it better. This helps 
them be more empathetic and patient with you. 
 
God promises to bear our burdens, let’s give our baggage to God. Our spouse and our children, and 
grandchildren, will thank us. 
 

Cheering on your marriage and mine, 

Renee Writt 
 

For more information regarding marriage resources and events check out the  
Marriage Ministry website at nrichyourmarriage.com. 



JUNIOR HIGH FALL RETREAT: NOV 2ND-4TH  
       Please pray for our adult chaperones and our 13 middle school youth who will be at Camp 
Cho Yeh this first weekend in November. Our young people will be able to spend time with 
the Lord, with each other living in community & out in God's beautiful creation! Pray that this 
time will bond them to each other, that they will be refreshed in spirit, & that they would 
come away with a closeness to our Lord like never before! 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE: SUMMER 2019  
       We were thrilled to see so many youth & parents at our fall meeting where we announced our trips that our 
team (YMC) had prayed over for our youth! For our high school camp experience, we will be headed back to 
SOUTH PADRE but this time with GENERATE by YM360. We will be back in the convention center (like old times) 
but this year we will have Afshin Ziafat as our guest speaker & Rush of Fools as our worship band for the week! 
Registration will open on December 1st, trip dates are June 24th-28th, 2019.  
 
       Our junior high youth will have a camp-like experience down in Galveston as we rent out a beach house, 
spend time in the sand, surf & sun, and focus on connecting as a part of our family of faith! We will even spend 
some time down on Pleasure Pier! Registration will open on December 1st, trip dates are August 9th-10th, 2019.  
 
       While we will have many opportunities to serve over the course of the year, our official mission trip will be for 
our high school group and we will partner with Leader Treks to serve at Navajo Nation in Arizona! We will help 
with home repair & spend time staffing some of the programming for the children there. We are so excited for 
our students to have this cross-cultural experience while shifting their faith into action! Registration will open on 
December 1st, trip dates are July 21st-27th, 2019.  
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL  WINTER RETREAT: JAN 18TH-21ST, 2019  
       Our high school ministry is excited to head back out to Mo Ranch for a fun, faith-filled weekend out in the 
Texas hill country! This trip is one of the highlights of the year for our students, where we play our own music, 
lead our own Bible studies, and have fantastic church families (like Samoskas & Sandels) coordinate all the 
delicious meals! Registration for this event will open on December 1st. 
 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY WEBSITE: ROCKYOUTHMINISTRY.COM  
       We are excited to announce that our youth ministry is updating its portion of our church family website so 
that as a parent, student, or volunteer you can stay up-to-date with everything you need to know! There will be a 
search bar on every page, so you should never have difficulty finding info on trips, support for parents, or ways to 
connect! Our website refresh will be ready on, you guessed it, December 1st. 

Page 7 

YOUTH NEWS  



Page 8 

Chad and Kiley Fisher were married in 2006, together they have two sons Caelan (10) and Carmon (6). Chad is originally from 
Liberty City in East Texas and is an internet sales manager for Fred Haas. Kiley is from Georgia and is an elementary school teacher 
and assistant elementary director at The Banff School in Champions. Chad is pursuing a degree in computer programming. Kiley is 
pursuing a master’s in education. Kiley’s favorite scripture is 1 Corinthians 13:13 “ And now these three remain: faith, hope and 
love. But the greatest of these is love”. It is a good reminder of why we are here. It is so simple, yet so hard to remember sometimes. 
Chad's favorite scripture is Ecclesiastes 6:1-9 because it reminds everyone to be happy with what they have. The Fishers are blessed 
and happy to be part of the Windwood family. 

Joe & Cindy Valadez have been married for 50 years. They have two sons and one abundantly loved grandson with special needs.  
Joe is a retired mainframe programmer. Now that he is retired he enjoys playing the acoustic guitar weekly and golfs when he can. 
One of his favorite verses comes from Matthew 5:9, Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Joe is in 
awe of God’s power and creation of the universe. Cindy was born and raised in Kansas City, Missouri. Cindy never held a full-time 
career per say, but always kept her self busy with raising their two children and finding occasional work outside the home. She 
enjoys seeing her children and grandson as often as she likes, reading, crafting and making jewelry. A scripture that Cindy enjoys is 
Psalm 46:10 “be still and know that I am God”, when she is anxious or concerned about anything she knows God will give her a 
sense of peace and knows that worrying is not what God wants her to do. Everyone at Windwood has made them feel so welcome. Being a smaller church, it 
is great to see familiar faces weekly and people whose name they know. The activities with which to become involved in are outstanding and they look 
forward to participating in them more.  

Ryan Emerson is a graduate from Texas Tech and is currently working in sales at Southwest Truck Rigging. He is the youngest of 3 and 
his sister, Brandi Emerson is a long-time member of Windwood. He enjoys playing and watching sports and DIY projects around the 
house. One of Ryan’s favorite scriptures comes from Matthew 7:13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the 
road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it .” It reminds him to find the right decision and not just take the easy way out. He 
is amazed how God uses all of us to save others. Ryan appreciates the genuine Christian and welcoming atmosphere at Windwood.  

Mike & Nancy Wells have been married for 42 years. Together they have three grown children, Russ, Phillip and Hillary and have 
three wonderful grandchildren. Mike works for Baker Hughes but in his spare time he is a technical scuba diver and specializes in 
shipwreck explorations and underwater videography. Mike was saved at age 16 and although he has always been a believer, he 
strayed, but during a difficult time in his life, Jesus spoke to his heart and told him that He was waiting for him to return to Him and 
that He had work for him to do. Now he is blessed to be a BSF Children’s Leader, something he would not have chosen for himself 
but when God called upon him, he answered.  Mike is amazed by God’s continued mercy and patience. Nancy is a Texas Tech 
graduate and has taught multiple subjects and now enjoys being a substitute teacher. She is also a counselor at CareNet. She loves 
her family and enjoys baseball, adventure, cooking, decorating and putting her creative heart and mind to work. Although Nancy 

did not grow up in a Christian home, at age seven she accepted Jesus into her life. She is in amazement at God’s divine appointments, seeing how He brings 
people to her for a purpose, loves watching God work and witnessing His miracles. Nancy appreciates Windwood’s Choir, the support of CareNet and that 
we have a mission each time we leave the parking lot. Mike and Nancy felt welcomed and could feel the presence of the Holy Spirit from their very 1st day 
at Windwood. They are both excited to join the fellowship and labor alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ ... for His good and perfect purposes.  

Dick and Jane Easterwood have been married for 42 years and have two children and four perfectly wonderful grandchildren. They 
also have a great son in law. Dick is a retired Petroleum Engineer and his hobby is flying and keeping his plane in great condition. He 
enjoys serving with the Between Jobs Ministry and the National Alliance on Mental Illness in Houston and supporting those serving 
as missionaries in foreign cultures. One of Dick’s favorite verses is Romans 8:28 “and we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose”. Jane enjoys reading, especially historical fiction, as 
well as quilting and playing mahjongg. Jane’s favorite verse comes from Matthew 6:33 which tells her to seek God and His Kingdom 
first. There is a lot that she loves about Windwood but the one that stands out the most is how friendly people are and the many 
opportunities to become involved. They both agree that Windwood feels like home to them.  

Allan and Kristi Icaza and their two children Gabriel (11) and Grace (8) have been around Windwood since Gabriel 
was in Pre-K at the Adventure Preschool, they have participated in many activities and enjoyed all that Windwood has to 
offer. After their home flooded last year, Windwood was quick to respond and it became apparent that Windwood was 
where they had a family of faith to live, learn, and worship alongside and they began worshipping on Sunday mornings 
here. Grace enjoys ballet and Gabriel plays baseball.  Kristi works for USAA as a product owner, and Allan is an IT 
support analyst.  The family is known to watch as many Astros games as schedules allow (at Minute Maid Park, when 
possible!!).  The Icaza family is happy to join Windwood! 

Welcome To Our New Covenant Partners  

Jason and Bun Thacker have two wonderful kids, Samuel (8) and Kayla (5). They recently moved to Cypress from Pennsylvania. 
The kids have settled in nicely and enjoy their new schools and Windwood’s great Sunday School program. Both Jason and Bun grew 
up in the church and have always considered it an integral part of their lives. Despite growing up in the church, both are still in awe of 
God’s power to help and change people both inside and outside the church. They are especially appreciative of Windwood’s “4 C’s” 
approach to operating as the body of Christ and look forward to growing in this community. 
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Donation bins will be available in 
the atrium and at the KidMin check 

in table until November 11th.  You 
can bring your boxes to the bins or 
drop off in the Journey Room.  You 

can also help support Operation 
Christmas Child by serving during 
our collection times or during the 
packing party on November 18th.   

God's Megaphone: A Visit with C.S. Lewis 
Wednesday, November 28th at 6:30pm 

Dinner is served at 6:00pm - $5  
Kids Under 12 Eat Free 

Child Care Provided 
 

Universally acknowledged as one of the 20th century's 
most important and inspirational Christian thinkers, C.S. 
Lewis remains, nearly 60 years after his death, a towering 
figure in the lives of millions of believers. His writings 
include true classics that span the styles of adult fiction, 
satire, children's literature, and Christian theology and 
apologetics. His works continue to sell millions of copies 
each year, and his powerful influence continues to inspire 
and encourage believers of every denomination.  
 
Acclaimed, award-winning theatre artist Steven Fenley 
portrays the Cambridge don and best-selling author in 
God's Megaphone: A Visit with C.S.Lewis, a theatrical 
event that brings this legendary Christian apologist to life 
with all of his intellect, warmth, wisdom, and humor intact.  Using material from Lewis' own writings, his 
extensive correspondence, and excerpts from dramatic texts illuminating his life, God's Megaphone traces his life 
from best-selling author, to harbinger of WWII's resistance of evil, to loving husband and inspirational leader.  
 
Whether audiences are familiar with Lewis' works or are encountering this astonishing and prophetic mind for 
the very first time, God's Megaphone will thrill, delight, inspire,  and lead to an enriched understanding of faith.  

 
What the Critics Say: 

" Steven Fenley's commanding, subtle portrayal grabs us by the throat and never lets go."  
- Houston Chronicle 

 
" Fenley's a quiet revelation as Lewis. . It's not a showy performance, but, my, it is deep and true." 

- Houston Press 
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NOVEMBER 2018  
Fall Sermon Series – Solid Ground 
Christ-centered living (because whatever is at the center 
of your life defines who you are) gives us the solid 
ground upon which we can stand against the storms of 
life.  But Christ-centered living is not just about our 
personal relationship with Jesus, but our relationship 
with other Christians – the church.  Here too, we need 
clarity, character, commitment, and community – and the 
good news is we are not in this alone – God is with us and 
He has given us to one another.  How do we create and 
experience that authentic Christian community?  What 
does that look like?  How is that created?  And what 
difference will it make in our lives and the lives of others?  
That’s what we’ll be looking at this fall.  Time to find our 
common and solid ground in Jesus Christ. 
 
Sunday, November 4th  - Stewardship Sunday  
A Living Sacrifice / Romans 12:1-8 
J. S. Whale once said, “Faith without ethical 
consequences is a lie.”  Worship is not just what we do 
on Sunday mornings, it is what we do with our whole 
lives.  So, as a community, how do we “practice” our 
faith, and how does that look different from the way the 
rest of the world lives?  The church is “the called out 
ones” according to Jesus – called out to live lives that 
reflect the presence of the Kingdom of God.  Nice 
theology – what does that look like? 
 
Sunday, November 11th  - Veteran's Day 
With Great Joy / Luke 24:36-53 
Luke finishes his Gospel with the disciples, after the 
ascension, returning to Jerusalem, worshipping Him and 
with great joy!  Who would describe our practice of the 
faith as being great joy?  Should they?  Should we? 
 
Sunday, November 18th  - Communion  
Belonging / Luke 18:29-30 
The extended family has drastically changed in the last 
several decades. It used to be that the vast majority of 
Americans, grew up, got married and lived fairly close to 
home.  Thus they had parents, grandparents, brothers, 
sisters and many other relatives fairly close by.  Today it 
has become less and less the case. Of course, having 
family near can have a downside; It brings with it the 
“crazy” relative (that everyone thinks is someone else, 
but never oneself).  There are also those who come from 
such unhealthy family situations that being further away 

is a good thing. But for those fortunate enough to come 
from good ones, the extended family gives people a 
sense of identity, connection and nurture.  Jesus 
promises family to all—no matter where they come 
from—who follow Him. Join us as we dive into Luke 18. 
 
Sunday, November 25th  
Thanks Given / 1 Corinthians 11:17-26 
Authentic community is created not assumed.  Therefore, 
it is based on: Shared Beliefs, Shared Values, Shared 
Commitments and Shared Practices.  

 
DECEMBER  2018  

Christmas Season - Wise Men Still Seek Him 
Jesus Christ is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.  He is not 
just a Jewish Messiah, but the Savior of the world.  While 
his coming was prophesied clearly to the Jews, the news 
for all people, and those who were wise enough saw His 
star in the sky announcing His arrival.  If we’re looking God 
is sending us signals!  This Christmas let’s not miss them! 
 
Sunday, December 2nd   
Come to Worship Him / Matthew 2:1-12  
 
Sunday, December 9 th  
Star Bright / Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Sunday, December 16 th  
A King Foretold / Isiah 9:2-7 
 
Sunday, December 23 rd  
Out of Egypt / Matthew 2:13-15 
 
Monday, December 24 th  / Christmas Eve  
4:00 PM Family Service  
7:00 PM Traditional Service  
9:00 PM Carols & Candles  
A Sign for All / Luke 2:1 -21  

Friendly Reminder  
The Church Offices will be closed from 

Thursday, November 22nd to  
Saturday, November 24th for Thanksgiving.  



- WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH COUNCILS - 
Larry Zajicek, Clerk of Session   

 

Adult Discipleship - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  / Elder: Dave Smith  
Deacons: Rhonda Douglas & Stella King 

  

Common Calling Groups - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: Jami Taylor / Deacon: Harold Merkel 
  

Community Outreach - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  Elder: Dennis Samoska  / Deacon: Dave Waskowiak 
  

Congregational Care - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Sandra Samoska Deacons: Nita Hale, 
Marian Darnell,  Lisa Bodeman, Karen Samoska, Tamara Willer & Inna Pratt 

  

Finance - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph &  Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Bobby Hale 
  

Higher Courts - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph Elder: Jim Willimann 
  

Kids’ Ministry - Staff Liaison: Katie Miler / Elder: Bitsa Romer  
Deacon: LeeAnn Ridgley 

 

Men’s Ministry - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Brent Blake / Deacons: Brock Linares & Nin 
Hulett  

  

Global Missions - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Katie Miler / Deacon: Ray Ramer 
  

Personnel - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph &  Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Charlie Cox  
  

Property - Staff Liaison: Phil Robertson / Elder: Mike Sabotta / Deacon: Mark Hamilton 
  

Renewal Ministries - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Pat Ryan  Elder: Donna Daughdrill / Deacon: Nonnie Smith 
  

Women’s Ministry - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  
 

Worship & Arts - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: David Bell / Deacon:  Ray Moore 
  

Youth Ministry - Staff Liaison: Ryan Reitzammer / Elder: Brandi Emerson  
Deacons: Emmy Bates, Randall Etnyre & Michele Peterson 

   

-TRUSTEES- 
Rick Schissler, Pam Hughes, John Rudinger & Scott Johnson 

-  WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF - 
Rev. Kevin Rudolph, Senior Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins, Executive Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Patricia Ryan, Assistant Pastor 
 

Rachel Bragg, Office Manager & Publications Lead 
 

Cindy King, Ministry Assistant to Rev. Hawkins 
 

Dan Rudolph,  Ministry Assistant to Rev. Rudolph 
 

Meredith Ridenour, Director of Community Development  
 

Ryan Reitzammer, Youth Ministry Director  
 

Katie Miler, Interim Kid’s Ministry Director 
 

Phil Robertson, Property Manager 
 

Kerbi Blake, Receptionist 
 

Mickey Martin, Finance 
 

Joseph Akers, Music & Worship Director 
 

Bonnie Hernandez, Handbell Choir Director  
 

John Hemmenway, Organist 
 

Alison Schmidt, Pianist 
 

Michelle Asous, Adventure Preschool Director 
 

Janice Melcher, Adventure Preschool Assoc. Director 
 

Kim Watson, Provost of Kardia Christian Academy 
 

JoEllis McCall, Principal of  Kardia Christian Academy 

WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
10555 Spring Cypress Rd. 

Houston, TX 77070 
281-378-4040 / windwoodpc.org 


