
Authentic Community 
Senior Pastor - Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 

Authentic community – sounds good, but what 
exactly is it?  This fall, we’re going to be looking 
at some of that answer.  Why?  Because God 
made us, first, for Himself, but then He also 
made us for one another – community.  Continued on page 1 
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state”; the place where religion and politics meet.  So, how 
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- isn’t that merely a political question? Continued on page 4 
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Prayer Group Leader  - Ann Miller  
As I am writing this I have been reflecting 
about 9-11.  I was thinking about the many 
ways that God reaches out to us in an ongoing 
way.  However, we notice it more when we are in great need 
and He faithfully comes to our aid.  We see it as a nation as 
when we came together after that tragic day in 2001.  
Continued on page 5 
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I remember years ago – more years than I care to 
admit – when I graduated from high school, and I 
said I’d NEVER go back to school again! I was 
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not see beyond the immediate. Continued on page 3 

Adult Discipleship Events 
Right Now Media, Day of Serving & More. Get 
plugged in today! Find out more on pages 11 - 12 

Youth Ministry News & Recap 
Helpful parent information you won’t want to 
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A 
uthentic community – sounds good, but what 
exactly is it?  This fall, we’re going to be 
looking at some of that answer.  Why?  
Because God made us, first, for Himself, but 

then He also made us for one another – community!  If 
you think about it, that means God made us not only for 
an everlasting relationship with Himself, but also an 
everlasting relationship with one another!  That has 
some very deep implications. 
 
First, it means that relationships were supposed to have 
enough time – everlasting is, by definition, plenty of 
time!  But, since the fall, that time frame has been 
radically reduced to what we call now “one lifetime”.  
However, the depth, complexity, and beauty of 
relationships was not changed by the fall.  To appreciate 
(and experience) that depth, complexity, and beauty 
God intended, takes time – and that time takes 
commitment to spending it!  Can we begin to see the 
interconnectedness of God’s enterprise He calls “His 
people”? 
 
Authentic community is community that genuinely gets 
us the depth, complexity, and beauty that God intended 
for our relationships.  When we experience it, we will 
find a sense of “coming home” because it is what God 
intended for us.  But we must understand both the parts 
and the cost of such community, or we will have 
“inauthentic” community – an image of the real thing, 
but not the real thing.  The Greek word here is helpful.  
“Genuine” in Greek is literally, “unhypocritical”.  When 
what we talk about and what we do and experience 
match up – that is “genuine” – unhypocritical.  But this is 
still a kind of negative definition – what the real thing is 
not, not what it is! 
 
There are at least five parts to authentic community that 
we will be talking about this fall.  First, authentic 
community has to be created, it cannot be assumed.  
God has given us the raw material (one another) but 
community has to be created – chosen!  And that choice 

needs to be based on four other 
things. 
 
Authentic community is based on 
shared beliefs, shared values, 
shared commitments, and shared 
practices.  All these things 
contribute to our expectations 
about community – what we 
expect from it, and what is 
expected from us to be a part.  If this sounds like a lot of 
work, you’re missing the real key point – living outside of 
community is not just difficult, it is impossible.  Paul used 
the wonderful metaphor in I Corinthians that we are the 
“body of Christ”.  Not all are the eye, or the ear, or the 
arm, or the leg.  Where would the leg be if it didn’t want 
to be part of the body?  Among other things – quickly 
dead – because if you chop off a limb, it dies and the rest 
of the body suffers. 
 
Are we ready to believe that this “authentic community” 
stuff is really that critical?  In a society based on “rugged 
individualism” that may be harder than we think.  Add 
into that fact the breakdown of our experience of 
community (where have our neighborhoods gone?) and 
the breakdown of the fundamental place of community – 
the family – and this “authentic community” stuff is 
almost like learning a foreign language!  Yet, it is not a 
foreign language, it is the language native to our race – it 
is one of the primary things God created for us!  And 
when we experience it, it will feel like coming home! 
 
So, join us this fall as we embark on a whole new 
experience of community with one another – the 
authentic community of the Body of Christ here at 
Windwood.  Make the commitment to join us, because 
we need you – and you need us! 
 

I hope you had a great summer! 
 

Authentic Community  
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S 
everal of Windwood’s 
leaders were invited to a 
Faith Leaders Coalition 
Breakfast in the 

Woodlands sponsored by 
Congressman Kevin Brady.  After 
a time of worship, Congressman 
Brady spoke followed by The 
President of the Houston Astros, 

Reid Ryan. You may know already, but he is the son of 
the Hall of Famer, Texas Rangers #34, Nolan Ryan. 
 

While I thoroughly appreciated Congressman Brady’s 
talk, I was drawn to the event to hear from Mr. Ryan.  He 
shared a bit about how his faith in God took on a new 
reality at the young age of eight. After practice, he and 
some other little league players were bullied by some 
older boys who stole their jerseys right off their backs. As 
this young boy was making his speedy escape, he was hit 
by a car.  As he laid there, bruised and broken, he thought 
that he just might die.  And yet God not only spared him 
but Reid went on to becoming a promising up and 
coming high school ball player. He made it to the minor 
leagues, however his ball playing would not take him to 
the same fame as his dad.   
 

He apologized for forgetting to wear his World Series 
Championship ring. Some of us forgave him for that 
misstep.  He also spoke of the great contrast he has 
noticed of how Houston handles things as opposed to 
how others large cities do.  “When Houston was hit by a 
hurricane, we did not riot and loot… and when Houston 
won the World Series, again, we did not riot or loot.”  I 
appreciated Pastor Kevin’s sermon recently as he 
underscored that a big part of the Houston Hurricane 
response was due to the church (that is the collective 
efforts of the many local churches). 
 

It’s amazing that it’s now been one year since Harvey hit. 
Several at Windwood rose to the occasion.  And now, 
thanks to several, we have launched Windwood’s 
Emergency Response Plan. 
 

Here are a few highlights.   
• We have done our best to update our records so in 

case of a hurricane-like emergency we can reach out 
to check on you. 

• Thirty-five elders, deacons, staff and members have 
accepted an invitation to be a Life Line Caller who will 
reach out to a designated portion of our members and 
active-participants. 

 

• Helping Teams are already in place to respond in various 
ways. 

 

• We will be using several means in which Windwood 
Church can communicate with each other beyond the 
Life Line Callers, which includes our website, Facebook 
& other social media. 

 

• Windwood will become a collection point for a certain 
item (like water, blankets, a food category, etc.) as we 
interface with area churches who will collect other 
items. 

 

• We will have a phone system in place in the event the 
power is out, so when people call, it will not simply ring 
“busy” as it did post Harvey. 

 

We need your help.  First, if you suspect we do not have 
correct contact info for you, please contact Rachel Bragg 
(rbragg@windwoodpc.org), 281.378.4040 asap. Second, if 
you would like to help if/when the time comes, please 
contact Dennis Samoska (densamoska@comcast.net), 
281.798.6187 and he can put you on a Helping Team of your 
choice. 
 

One other thing Reid Ryan said about the Astro’s World 
Series win was that while he is grateful and doesn’t want to 
be greedy, he doesn’t see any reason to stop there. They 
would like to do it again. 
 

Likewise, while we are grateful for the winning response 
Windwood had to Harvey, that doesn’t mean we want to 
stop there. We endeavor to being even better prepared for 
the next one.  
 

God’s best to you this day, 
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I 
 remember years ago – 
more years than I care to 
admit – when I graduated 
from high school, and I 

said I’d NEVER go back to 
school again! I was happy to be 
done and like many teenagers, 
could not see beyond the 
immediate. I had a dream to 
study at Dominican College of 
San Rafael, California. In those 

days, Dominican was an all girls college. My parents did 
not think I should go from an all-girls high school to an all-
girls college. At that, and at seventeen years of age, I 
made the regrettable decision that I would not go to 
college.  
 

Of course, I did go to college later, though not to 
Dominican – which a few years later became a co-ed 
college. The point is that I still viewed study and school as 
a burden.  Though I’ve never had a lot of difficulty with 
school, as in making good grades, I saw it as a burden – a 
chore that had to be endured. So, when I completed my 
undergraduate studies, I once again said that I’d never go 
back to school!  
 

I got a good job, was blessed with a fair amount of success 
and life was good. In the middle of all of this, God called 
me to go to seminary! I actually argued with Him for about 
a year and a half, thinking that I wasn’t smart enough for 
graduate school, let alone holy enough for seminary – and 
besides, I had vowed to never go back to school! 
 

God, however, showed me that His will is supreme – so I 
trusted Him and I enrolled in seminary. I studied harder 
than I had ever studied before and finished on time and 
was ordained to the PCUSA denomination. Once again, life 
was good – actually, better than it had ever been. I learned 
that being in the center of God’s will is the safest, most 
joyful place to be. And, once again, I vowed that I was now 
finally done with school!  
 

I learned many important things in my first year in 
ordained ministry. One of the most important things I 
learned was that God calls each of us to be life-long 
learners. Much of what we learn is learned in the 
classroom of living and interacting with the world  
 

around us and with the people God places in our lives.  
Due to the calling on my life as a pastor and years of doing a 
lot of pastoral counseling, it soon became evident to me that 
I needed to have more education in the area of Christian 
counseling. By this time, I had learned the lesson 
of the blessing and obligation of life-long “continuing 
education.” So, when I had the opportunity to go back and 
work on a doctoral degree, I happily enrolled.  
 

So, why am I telling you all this? Well, It is that season of the 
year when education and school is upon us once again. It is 
autumn – even though the heat of the Houston weather 
feels like it’s still summer. It is the time of year when school 
is starting at all the levels of the educational journeys we 
travel in this life – pre-school, grade school, high school, 
college, graduate school, and the school of living.  
 

I share this because I hope to help others see what took me 
way too long to see – that learning is a blessing! Learning is 
something we do always, from the moment we are born to 
the day we leave this world. The opportunity to go to school 
is a joy, a blessing, a privilege and, yes, at times, a burden 
that requires effort and discipline, patience and structure.  
 

As we moan at the school buses that slow our commutes 
down, as we struggle to adjust to the new school year, as we 
shop for new school clothes, books and supplies, as we help 
those in school to get back to the routine of study and 
learning, it is helpful to be grateful. Gratitude for the 
opportunity to learn and become all that God created us all 
to be - this is our joyful response to God’s gift of intellect. 
 

Whether you are a student in school, college, a graduate 
program, seminary or a student in the classroom of living, I 
pray that you can rejoice in all that God wants you to learn in 
this life. It doesn’t matter what your age, God still has plans 
for your life – and it includes learning and growing – in your 
walk with Him and in your knowledge of Him.  
 

So, from one who has made the commitment to be a lifetime 
student, let me be one of the first to wish you a joyful and 
wonderful new season of learning – for the rest of your life! 
  
 

Blessings, 

Rev. Dr. Patricia Ryan 
A Future & A Hope Ministries Team  
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T 
his is supposed to be a column where I reflect on the 
intersection of “church and state”; the place where 
religion and politics meet.  So, how can I address 
such a “controversial” subject as “open borders” - 

isn’t that merely a political question? 
 
First, let me reiterate that part of the reason I started writing 
this column more than four years ago was precisely this 
point.  Church and State both meet on the grounds of real 
life, and in real life, God is God everywhere, all the time, and 
over everything!  The concept of the “separation of church 
and state” is neither a constitutional one, nor a biblical one.  
The separation of church and state is a version of the sacred/
secular distinction—a distinction not recognized by God, and 
therefore one we should not be trying to impose on the 
world that God created (and the world He alone still 
sustains). 
 
All questions pertain (in some fashion) to God!  There should 
be no subjects that we think are off limits to theological 
consideration.  The myth is that there is anything purely 
“secular”. 
 
So, what is the theological issue of “open borders”?  At its 
heart, the idea of open borders is another aspect of “one 
world government”.  The only way “all countries” could have 
open borders is for there to be no real “countries”.  In 
Biblical terms, that mean no “nations” - ethna—from which 
we get the word “ethnic”. 
 
But isn’t that the same as saying there is only one race, and 
it’s human?  No.  “Race” is a sociological, not a biological 
reality.  Biologically, there is only one “race” and it is human.  
You cannot define “race” biologically (as in “all Chinese are 
short” or “all  have black hair” - this simply isn’t the case—
ask Yao Ming!).  There are no “set” attributes for any “race” 
of humans—but all the things we associate with what is 
“separate” (skin color, eye shape or color, hair, etc.) are all 
variations in the gene pool. 
 
Nations (ethna) were (are) defined not so much by biology 
(North and South Koreans are biologically identical) but by 
culture and sometimes language.  It is the differences in 
social, religious, political, and family practices that distinguish 
nations from one another.  The human “experiment” has 
been divided up by the different ways we approach things.  
Sometimes that works for the better, sometimes it works for 
the worst, but the “divisions” are necessary for the diversity. 
 
But for the political “left” in our country, any inequality is 
inherently unjust.  Therefore, “open borders” is just the 
latest in attacks on anything “private” - like private property 
or private income.  For them, all property, all money, all 

possessions, must belong to the 
State, because only the State will 
distribute them “fairly” and “justly”.  
Might be nice if it had any truth to it, 
but it doesn’t. 
 
Where is the justice in the State 
“giving” to people something for 
which they have contributed nothing?  Where do you think 
the State got the “something” to give?  Government does 
not produce products—people do.  “Well, if everyone 
worked for the government, then the government would 
produce things!”  Or so they argue.  And how has that 
worked anywhere it has been tried?  The Soviet Union was 
just the latest in communist experiments that went bad.  And 
if the socialist countries in the world are so wonderful, why 
aren’t more people trying to cross their borders? 
 
The “right” to control what you produce is one of the basic 
principles of justice.  Why should someone who didn’t do the 
work you did, be able to control what happens with it?  By 
the way, in systems that try that, they discover that people 
don’t work very hard when there is no motivation to do so! 
 
For “open borders” to really work there would have to be no 
borders—and this is, of course, what those who advocate for 
it are really after.  But that is just a step in the direction of 
doing away with all private property.  Interestingly enough, I 
notice that those same advocates of open borders have locks 
on their houses.  Apparently, some borders are ok after all. 
 
At the Tower of Babel, God split the human race into 
different nations by confusing our language.  He did that so 
when one “nation” went so bad it destroyed itself (or had to 
be destroyed) the whole human experiment would not be 
lost.  Nationalism is a protection for a race of human beings 
who had better not put all our eggs in one collective basket. 
 
We are a land of immigrants, and we should continue to be 
so.  There are laws by which people can (and do) legally 
immigrate to the United States all the time.  And for those 
who find America to be so horrible, and other countries so 
wonderful, there are ways they can legally leave the United 
States!  I wouldn’t suggest, however, that they try simply 
walking across those borders.  And even if they do, they 
should not expect to be able to sign up for all kinds of social 
services because they have “the right” to do so.  That’s really 
only true in California (for now).  I for one, vote we stop 
sending them Federal support for the endeavor. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
  

Open Boarders…? 
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soul is an empty well, dried up 
and parched  
by self-hatred? 
 
Then one day it all changed.  
Everything changed.  It went 
from desert dry to a flash 
flood. 
 
That day I sat there on Ward 
14A, Brooke Army Medical Center, San Antonio, Texas, 
facing the ward entrance.  I saw everyone who came in…. 
and they saw me!  On eye, one nostril, one ear.  No hair.  
Scarred and burned.  Visitors couldn’t miss me!   
 
She entered unannounced and walked straight to me.  She 
was robed in hospital garb which indicated that she was a 
patient.  But why was this woman on an all-male ward!  She 
was a black woman with pink hands which were void of the 
ebony color of her race, an indication that she recently had 
been burned. 
 
“Hi there,” she said, but my intense pain and self-pity 
maintained a steady, passive glare not allowing me to be 
conversational.  I was not prejudicially rude.  I hated 
everyone and everything equally!  She passed on by, or so I 
thought.  A moment later, she placed her pink, burned 
hands, that were once black, on my pink, burned shoulder, 
that was once white. 
 
Forever, I will be grateful for that black woman who 
courageously crawled over the barrier of race to reach out 
to this hurting, white boy who could not fend for himself.  
As she touched my shoulder, she began to pray, and two 
people of the same color…the color of pain, the color of 
hurt, the color of loss, bonded together. 
 
As she prayed, suddenly, tears sprang up from my once dry 
well and trekked down my face.  My burned, grafted, 
mutilated, unrecognizable face.  She had what I did not 
have: joy, peace, hope, laughter, inner healing.  And she 
shared freely.  She brought healing to me that day.  She was 
a well digger in the dry, desert land of my soul.”** (Dave 
has a ministry that serves military personnel and students) 
 

Great is Thy Faithfulness, indeed. 

Ann Miller 
 for the Prayer Group/Chain 

 
*Turning Point, August 14, 2018 

**Roever Foundation newsletter, September 2017 excerpts 

A 
s I am writing this I have been reflecting about 9
-11.  I was thinking about the many ways that 
God reaches out to us in an ongoing way.  
However, we notice it more when we are in 

great need and He faithfully comes to our aid.  We see it 
as a nation as when we came together after that tragic 
day in 2001.  We saw it in the wreckage in the form of two 
beams that prominently formed a cross without the aid 
of human hands.  And again, when the members of 
Congress stood together on the Capitol steps and sang 
“God Bless America.”  We also see it individually during 
tragic times in our lives. 
 
Sometimes it’s thru a hymn, as in this case.  
 
In his book about preaching, Pastor Charles Bugg recalls a 
day when he didn’t feel like giving the sermon.  His son 
had been diagnosed with a critical illness and had 
suffered radiation treatments and surgeries.  Pastor 
Charles, overcome with fear and fatigue, wasn’t sure how 
he could stand in the pulpit.  “I have no energy to 
preach,” he told himself as the congregation opened the 
service by singing, ‘Great is Thy Faithfulness, O God our 
Father.  There is no shadow of turning with Thee.’   
 
“That wasn’t a new song,” recalls Charles.  “That Sunday, 
however, those familiar words became manna from 
heaven.  I was tired; I was anxious; my faith in God was 
brittle.  If preaching that day depended on my feelings, I 
could have said the benediction and go home.  Singing 
that song, though, was a searing reminder….I was 
singing about a God whose faithfulness changes not.” 
 
The constancy of God in every situation allays our fears.  
He who calls us is faithful.  He gives us “strength for 
today and bright hope for tomorrow.”* 
 
At other times it is thru a visit from a kindred soul.  This 
example is especially touching since there has been such 
racial tension fomented in our nation these days. 
 
Dave Roever had been seriously injured while serving in 
the Vietnam war.  A white phosphorus hand grenade 
exploded in his hand resulting in massive blast damage to 
the upper trunk of his body—back, chest, arms, hands, 
and face.  This is his reflection of that time. 
Pain follows me like a death angel with a scythe raised to 
strike at a moment’s notice. 
 
For a year following my injury there were no tear ducts.  
Who needs them?  What good is a tear duct when the 
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And only He can give us an eternal purpose beyond making 
money, gaining power, or becoming popular. When you live 
for Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God, your purpose is to 
serve the King of kings and Lord of lords. That's a big 
purpose! That should be the reason why we get up every 
morning. 
 
Only Jesus meets our needs for acceptance, identity, 
security and purpose. If we don't trust Jesus to do that, we 
will start trusting people to do it. 
 
Every time we rely on a human to do something only God 
can do, we are setting that human up for failure. We will be 
let down.  
 
When we try to get our spouse to meet our deepest needs, 
we are pointing our marriage toward disaster. 
 
There are important needs that husbands and wives need 
to meet for each other, but they are not the needs on this 
deep level. Only Jesus can meet these core needs. 
 
If that is the case then the most important step for a 
successful marriage is for each of us is to have a daily, 
trusting, personal relationship with Jesus Christ, depending 
on Him to provide acceptance, identity, security, and 
purpose. 
 
We were made for marriage, but God has to be in the 
center of that marriage. We have to depend on Him to 
provide what only He can give. When we do, we'll find our 
marriage on the pathway to success. 
 
For more tips and tools to help you build a strong marriage, 
please check out the events, articles, and resources at 
nrichyourmarriage.com 
 
 

Cheering on your marriage and mine, 

Renee Writt 
N’Rich Marriage Ministry Coordinator 

G 
od makes everything 
perfect—including 
marriage. With this 
being true that means 

we have a one-hundred percent 
chance of success in marriage. 
 
Then why are so many people 

failing in marriage? It’s sad to say but we all know plenty 
of people whose marriages haven't worked out. Though 
we hear all sorts of reasons, it seems that a common 
thread runs through the majority of situations. I have 
found from talking to counselors and reading many 
marriage books: The husband and wife don't trust Jesus 
to meet their deepest needs. 
 
We all have four primary needs in our lives that no person 
can meet: acceptance, identity, security and purpose. 
 
We want people to accept us, but people are conditional. 
It’s God who remains our best friend on our worst day. 
 
According to Psalm 139:13, God "knit us together" in our 
mother's womb. Only He knows who we really are. He 
gives us our identity. 
 
Our only true security is found in God. Deuteronomy 31:6 
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or 
terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with 
you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. 
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C 
ongregational Care Ministry Council is developing a 
ministry designed specifically for those who find 
themselves in a season of life that prohibits them to 
gather on Sundays to worship. We are all connected by 

the Common Thread of our faith in Christ Jesus, whether 
physically present in worship or not. 
 
The goal of this new ministry, Common Thread, is to form 
connections with members of our congregation who are unable 
to attend worship services for a length of time. We want to 
share the love and care that Jesus gives us through our 
community with one another. 
 
There are two important parts to this ministry that we need your help with. 
 

Tell us who would like to be contacted 
If you’re in a season of life now that prevents you from attending regularly, or if you know of someone here at Windwood 
who is, please let us know. You can call the church at 281-378-4040 or email Sandra Samoska at sandrasamoska@att.net. 
There are all kinds of ways for people to connect with you – calls, cards or even home visits. 
 

Join our team 
As a part of the Common Thread Ministry Team, you will be a “face” of our family of faith to those who may feel cut off 
from the body. You will have the support of the Congregational Care ministry council to answer any questions you may 
have or to help you as you connect with members in need. 
 
There are many ways you can serve, including periodic home visits, phone calls, and even sending personal cards to those 
who would like to stay connected.  We’ll have a quick training time set aside in October to give you any information you 
need or to answer any questions you have. 
 

Blessings, 

Sandra Samoska 
Congregational Care Elder 
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Congregational Care 

All the believers were  
together and had  

everything in common.  
- Acts 2:44 

Save The Date! 
Dates: Sunday, September 23rd  &  Monday, September 24th 
Time: 9:00 - 11:00am 
Location: Atrium  
We will be hosting Flu Shots for the convenience of our congregation, staff and 
schools.  The cost is free with insurance. For more information or to determine the cost if 
you do not have health insurance, please contact Meredith Ridenour at 281-378-4040 or 
meredith@windwoodpc.org.  

mailto:sandrasamoska@att.net
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Classes Begin  
September 5th 

It’s Not Too Late To Join 

Page 9 

A Leisurely Stroll through the Old Testament on the Stepping Stones of History  
Written & Led By: David Waskowiak 
This class will focus on archeological and documentary evidence outside the bible that support 
some major portions of the Old Testament accounts. The journey will start with the sojourn in 
Egypt, then to slavery in Egypt, Exodus, the conquests of Canaan, the united monarchy, divided 
monarchy, exile in Babylon, and then the return to Jerusalem after the exile. We will follow the 
biblical accounts of Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David, Solomon, Shishak, Hezekiah, Daniel, and Cyrus. 

Along the way we will also examine the Israelites’ interactions with the ancient Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, and 
Persians. The class materials will be PowerPoint slides, photos and videos. 

A Study in Human Nature: The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis  
Written & Led By: Senior Pastor Kevin Rudolph 
We think long and hard about how to be faithful and obedient disciples of Christ.  But what would that 
attempt look like from the perspective of a being who was trying, not to help us be good, but to help us 
to be bad - not to overcome temptation, but to give into it?  That is the unique perspective C. S. Lewis 
took in his famous book, The Screwtape Letters.  Lewis imagines what kind of advice a higher-up  
(lower-down?) Undersecretary of a department in Hell (Screwtape) might give to his nephew 
(Wormwood) a junior tempter assigned to the demise of a particular human being on earth (it is, after all 

fiction - Lewis was never suggesting this is really true).  Join us as we read this fascinating study in human nature and 
discuss the insights into the human heart from a Biblical perspective. 

Godly Citizenship / Written & Led By: Harold Merkel 
Important midterm elections are approaching and we all should prepare to cast well-
informed votes that are consistent with our faith. But where can I get reliable information on 
candidates and issues?  How can I see through the fog of bias and misinformation?  How should 
my faith inform my vote?  In the Fall 2018 Church and State class we will address these questions, 
and more.  The course will review the Biblical view on the roles of the government and the 
church, fundamentals of US and Texas governments, the election process, and how to research 

and evaluate candidates and propositions.  The course will also include workshops where you can research and discuss the 
particular candidates and issues which will be on YOUR ballot on November 6. 

1st Peter Principle / Written & Led By: Jeff Cregg  
 Are science & Christianity compatible? Can Christianity be defended scientifically? Is there scientific 
evidence that God  exists? Did life evolve? Where did reason & consciousness come from? Does 
morality change over time? What about other religions? The I Peter (3:15) Principle is a 7 session 
course (with 3 optional sessions) that focuses on the scientific  aspect of Christian 
apologetics.  Join us as we examine evidence of design in cosmology, physics, chemistry, biology, 

and reason itself.  We’ll also explore how the development of science originally influenced Western thinking that was 
based on a Christian perspective and how that has changed over the past century and a half. 

S T U D I E S  F O R  A D U LT S  



Classes Begin  
September 5th 

It’s Not Too Late To Join 
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Boundaries by Dr. Cloud and Dr. Townsend / Led By: The Martens and The Etnyres  
Can you set limits and still be a loving person? Are you in control of your life? What are legitimate 
boundaries?  Drs. Henry Cloud and John Townsend offer biblically based answers to these tough 
questions as they show you how to set healthy boundaries with your parents, spouses, children, 
friends, coworkers, and even yourself.  (Study Guide recommended for the class.  Books are 
available for $8) 

All Things New by Kelly Minter / Led By: Meredith Ridenour  (a study for women) 
Kelly Minter will lead you through the Letter of 2 Corinthians, exploring the anchoring truths of 
bearing treasures in jars of clay, meeting Christ through a pressing thorn, opening wide your heart 
in the midst of hurtful relationships, and what it means to embrace the lost and lonely as ministers 
of the new covenant. Each of us has a message to proclaim and live by: Because of Jesus the old 
has gone, the new has come.  Books available for $15) 

S T U D I E S  F O R  A D U LT S  

LIVE Junior High and High School (by Group) / Led By:  Ryan Reitzammer 
LIVE Junior High and High School help students grow and draw closer to Jesus through four of the 
most formative years of their lives. Friends, parents, teachers, coaches, and culture all influence 
your students’ decisions, including what to focus on and where to invest their time. Because the 
pressures on young people today are more intense than ever, a Jesus-centered perspective is 
essential. 

TruthLab / Led By: KidMin Team 
TruthLab Investigations is a Bible Adventure that takes kids ages 3-12 on an adventure of discovery 
in the lab of Doctor Luke, our Chief Researcher! Kids will make Big Discoveries of what God says 
about each of them as they investigate accounts of Jesus and His followers from Luke and 
Acts. They’ll revel in the fun science-themed snacks, art and games that will engage them in a life-
changing understanding of who Jesus is and the awesome things God says about them!  

S T U D I E S  F O R  K I D S  &  Y O U T H  

S I G N  M E  U P   

Ready to sign up? Great! Here’s three simple ways to sign up: 
1. Visit us at windwoodpc.org & click on the Wednesdays @ Windwood box located on the homepage. 
2. Stop by the table in the Atrium, Meredith Ridenour will be there to answer any additional questions you may have. 
3. Scan the QR Code located in the bottom right corner.  
 

Need a little bit more information on Wednesdays @ Windwood or the classes,  
contact Meredith Ridenour at 281-378-4040 or meredith@windwoodpc.org.  



 

Windwood’s Annual Day of Serving 
Saturday, September 15th 

We have arranged a wide variety of projects serving our Partners in Ministry and other organizations 
in our Community.  Ministries to be served: 
 
 
 

 
  

Volunteer individually or together in families, small groups, classes or ministries. Visit the Day of 
Serving table in the Atrium or Windwood’s website or Social Media for signups. We urge everyone to 
serve in their own “mission” field.  This could be praying for all the workers and those being served, 
helping a family member or neighbor, visiting shut-ins, volunteering at your favorite charity or 
volunteering at a charity you’ve never helped before. 

Boys & Girls Country 
A Local KISD School 
Mission of Yahweh 

Habitat for Humanity 
Our Wonderful Windwood Schools  

Free to join, so what are you waiting for? Log in to plug in.  
Stop by the Adult Discipleship Table on Sunday, September  16th or 23rd.  We will walk you through 
everything you need to know. Studies for men, women, parenting for all ages, kids, youth, finances, 

marriage and singles.  Can’t wait to get started, no worries! Call the church office to learn more.  

YOU NAME IT...THEY GOT IT!  
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55+ Bus Trip  
Tuesday, October 2nd from 9:30am - 3:30pm  
Cost: Your Own Lunch 
Join us as we venture out to see the beautifully restored 100 year old Harris 
County courthouse. After our guided tour, we will head to Tree Beards for  
lunch (your own expense!). To finish our outing, we will go to St. Paul's 
Methodist Church Cathedral and enjoy a tour designed just for us by a long  
time member. The church was built in 1906 and is truly an experience.  
Sign ups will be in the Atrium on Sunday, September 9th , 16th, and the 23rd. 
Please contact Marian Darnell at 281-469-1073.   



FALL PARENT'S MEETING: OCTOBER 7TH  
Join us down in the Rock for lunch for parents and students as we take time to get everyone 
familiar with our team and studies that we are offering during the year! We will introduce our 
Small Group Leaders, talk about our heart & approach to ministry, & roll out our youth 
ministry calendar through next summer! Come on down after the 11am service, we will begin 
serving lunch at 12:30pm and should be finished by 2pm. After we introduce our leaders and 
announce our trips, we will release our leaders and students to play while Ryan & Brandi will 
meet with the parents in depth. Please mark you calendars and join us for this exciting time! 
 

KEVIN DONAT MEMORIAL WEEKEND: RECAP  
We are so grateful for the way everyone came together to bless our youth ministry, what a wonderful way to 
honor Kevin Donat and his family! I have been a part of many fundraising events over the years, but the level of 
helpful, loving involvement from our church family is truly second to none. I could not have pulled this event off 
so quickly and I would be remiss if I did not stop to celebrate some of the wonderful people who helped make 
this event a wonderful experience for all participants. Brandi Emerson, our elder to youth, played an integral part 
-- alternating providing direction and actively looking for ways to serve -- thank you so much! To every member of 
our Youth Ministry Council, to Aaron Samoska for serving as our Course Liaison, to Brian & Alli Sandel for 
coordinating food from Backyard Grill and Raising Cane's, to Hannah Sandel for calling so many of our auction 
donors, and to the countless other volunteers, auction shoppers, diners, donors, sponsors, and golfers -- we are 
so grateful for your generosity and service! God bless you as you have helped us make an impact in the lives of so 
many wonderful young people who love our Lord! 
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THE BIBLE CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 
The purpose of the Bible Certificate program is to help nurture a biblically literate populace via comprehensive, 

strategic Bible-based studies.  This is a 10-credits non-degree educational program for ages 16 and up  
that is offered through The Bible Seminary. 

 

The 1st Course, Bible Panorama, will be offered here at Windwood during our  
Wednesdays @ Windwood fall semester. Classes begin August 29th  at 6:30pm. 

 

Bible Panorama is a sweep of the entire Bible that provides a Big Picture view of Scripture. It introduces students 
to the content, themes, and background of all 66 books of the Old and New Testaments. Generally a  

prerequisite for all other CORE courses except Bible Study Methods (BSM), this course may be 
 taken before, after, or concurrently with BSM.   This is a 14 week course.  



Starting Soon! 
MOPS | A Community of Moms 
We believe in the simple but revolutionary idea that remarkable things happen 
when moms come together. So, whether you are a soon-to-be mom, first-time 
mom or seventh-time mom, you are welcome here. Whether you are an adoptive 
mom, young mom, seasoned mom, foster mom, stepmom or any other type of 

mom, you are welcome here.  Join us for a MOPS Preview Event on August 30th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm in 
Room A120 for more information and to meet our MOPS leaders Susan and Shannon. MOPS registration 
is open now at www.windwoodpc.org, or for more information, email MOPS@windwoodpc.org. 

Kids Worship & Arts - Fall Season Kickoff Party  
Sunday, September 9th | 3:00 - 6:00pm 

 

 This fall our kids will embark on a fun and musical adventure where they will  
explore music, singing, acting, and more! Interested in our Kids Worship & Arts fall  
season? We invite your kids to join us during this fall kickoff party for fellowship, 
fun, and more information about our fall musical adventures.  Questions?   
Email Bonnie Hernandez at bhernandez@windwoodpc.org.  
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Trail Life is a Christian –based  program that teaches boys that are Kindergarten and older how to 
grow into strong Christian men. The focus is solid values, safety, outdoor activities, family oriented, 
and how to have a servant heart. The meetings for Trail Life will be held on the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 6:30 to 7:30 PM in the Journey Room. The Journey Room is located next to the Gym at the back 
of the property. This program is open to our community, so invite a friend or two to join you in this 
exciting and safe Christian environment! OPEN HOUSE - Sunday, September 9th from 4:00 - 6:00pm. 
Contact us at 281-378-4040 or TLTroop2237@windwoodpc.org. 

OPEN TO BOYS  & YOUNG MEN  
AGES 5  - 17   Troop 2237 
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Kardia Spirit Night  
Frey’s Backyard Café (14441 FM 2920) 
Tuesday, August 28th - All Day 
 

Thank you for supporting our Spirit Nights all last year.  It was so fun seeing many members of our 
Church Family  join us. We would love to have you fellowship with us again this year.  The money we 
raise will be used to help with playground renovation and field trips.   

/ 
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SEPTEMBER 2018  
 

Fall Sermon Series – Solid Ground 
Christ-centered living (because whatever is at the 
center of your life defines who you are) gives us the 
solid ground upon which we can stand against the 
storms of life.  But Christ-centered living is not just 
about our personal relationship with Jesus, but our 
relationship with other Christians – the church.  Here 
too, we need clarity, character, commitment, and 
community – and the good news is we are not in this 
alone – God is with us and He has given us to one 
another.  How do we create and experience that 
authentic Christian community?  What does that look 
like?  How is that created?  And what difference will it 
make in our lives and the lives of others?  That’s what 
we’ll be looking at this fall.  Time to find our common 
and solid ground in Jesus Christ. 
 
Sunday, September 2nd  
“All in a Day’s Work”  /  Ecclesiastes 5:18-19 
Labor Day is the one U.S. holiday that does not have 
deeply held traditions that other holidays do except 
maybe traveling a bit, heating up the barbecue and 
marking the start of a new school year. Oh yeah, only 
two out of three of these still hold, as school starts are 
all over the board now.  This Labor Day weekend, if 
you’re in town and can take a break from the grill, 
we’ll consider together what God has to say about our 
labors.  Solomon, the one who wanted wisdom more 
than anything else sheds fresh light on the ol’ adage 
“All in a Day’s Work”. 

 
Sunday, September 9th    
Risen and Calling  / Acts 9:1-22 
What are the “shared beliefs” we have as Christians 
that bind us together in Christ?  Saul discovered on the 
road to Damascus, two of those shared beliefs.  Join us 
this Sunday to find out the life-changing truths that 
bind us together as His church! 
* 3rd Grade Bible Presentation - 9:30am Service  

 
Sunday, September 16th 
Bound Together  /  I Cor. 12:12-31 
The “body of Christ” is just that – a body.  It is made up 
of many parts, and yet like a body, the health is 
determined not by each individual member, but all the 
members together.  How well attached are you?  Do 

you know the part God has given to you, and how 
your part fits with all the others?  We are not just 
individual believers, we are more than the sum of our 
parts.  Are we experiencing that great gift? 
 
Sunday, September 23rd  
Kingdom Values  /  Romans 12:9-21 
Authentic community is based on shared beliefs, 
shared values, shared commitments, and shared 
practices.  What are the “shared values” for us as 
Christians?  What are they for those of us who call 
ourselves members of Windwood?  Faith can be 
taught, attitude can be taught, but values have to be 
bought.  Are we sold on the Kingdom values? 
 
Sunday, September 30th  
Guest Preacher, Global Mission Partner Dr. William 
Taylor of Taylor Global Consult  
* No 8:00am Service  
* Missions Concert - 6:30pm  
 
 

OCTOBER 2018  
 
 

Sunday, October 7 th  
*Communion Sunday  
 
Sunday, October 14th  
The Law of Christ  /  Galatians 6:1 -10  
 
Sunday, October 21 st 
The Habit of Some  /  Hebrews 10:19 -25 
 
Sunday, October 28 th  
Solid Commitment  /  Luke 6:43 -49 
* Stewardship Gala - 6:00pm 

 

Friendly Reminder 
The Church Offices will be closed on: 

Monday, September 3rd for Labor Day 
& Monday, October 8th for Columbus Day 


